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LET US REJOICE 

TO every Australian Catholic, St. Patrick's, Church Hill, 
has always been most dear; and in this year of its cen

tenary our minds and our hearts turn lovingly towards the 
Holy Hill where Our Lord in the Sacred Host remained with 
the poor Irish exiles when there was no priest to protect 
Him. He trusted Himself to them; and well did they fulfil 
that trust. 

In the history of no other country do we read of such a 
remarkable event, and Australia will never cease to remem
ber, and to bless God for this miracle of His love. 

There was no Church on the hill in 1817, but in a small 
house-the home of an exiled Irishman-Mass was said and 
the Blessed Sacrament reserved in a cedar press in the 
little parlour. When the priest-Father O'Flynn-was ar
rested and deported, the Blessed Sacrament was left in the 
humble tabernacle of cedar. The priest could not return for 
It-It became the care of the people. Our Lord had elected 
to remain in the Convict Settlement to comfort the lonely 
hearts of His children. · 

To that little dwelling came convicts and freemen, · 
Catholic soldiers and officers, to keep watch with Him, lest 
He be lonely, too. Well they knew that the Holy One in the 
Eucharist craves human hearts for His company . Angels 
were thick in that little room ; but Christ in the Eucharist 
called to the children of men to watch with Him. 

For nearly two years the good people of the house 
guarded their Divine Guest; for nearly two years the Catho
lics of the settlement came there to tell Him their sorrows; 
to adore Him; to beg Him to send them a priest. 

In 1820 Father Therry arrived, and the "Catacomb 
period" of the Australian Church was over; the foundation 
of St. Mary's Cathedral was laid in 1821. 

The owner of the house on the hill wished that some 
day a church should be built there, and he gave the property 
for that purpose. In 1840 St. Patrick's was begun; and dur
ing the century that has passed it has been a "Power House 
of Prayer." Our grandfathers loved it; it is holy with their 
prayers, their tears, their joys. 

The names of the great men who have laboured as 
pastors at St. Patrick's read to us like a litany of saints, for 
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they have been "canonised by the people." The holiness of 
their teaching, the splendid example of their priestly lives, 
linger still about the Sanctuary, the pulpit, the confessionals. 

Raising our eyes to the many statues of the saints, we 
-in our gratitude and devotion-see, too, the figures of. the 
good and saintly men who were the stalwart shepherds of 
their little flocks in early days. 

The weatherbeaten stone of St. Patrick's tells of a hun
dred years in God's service. A hundred years of Masses! 
A hundred years of prayers rising in incense to Heaven! 

Our joy in the Centenary is marred by the sadness of 
the times. 1940 is a year of tragedy; but to the eye of faith , 
the future is not dark while the lamp of the Sanctuary burns 
bright. Our minds, shocked by news of events in Europe, 
our hearts, bleeding for . the people crushed by the terrible 
war machine, find strength, hope and comfort in one way 
only-in prayer; and prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
is the most powerful and consoling. Within the tiny con
fines of the Tabernacle dwells the Lord of the world; in His 
Hand are- the peoples of the earth. He sees the dying and 
the dead on the battlefields; He sees the ruined hearths, the 
fleeing, terror-stricken refugees. Not a sparrow falls to the 
earth unnoticed by His compassion .... He will repay . 

Let us lift up our hearts, then, and rejoice with old 
St. P atrick's in the days of the centenary. Let us make of 
these days, days of prayer for a speedy peace-a peace of 
justice and charity that only God can give. Let us beg of 
Him there, in the old church where our grandfathers wor
shipped, to lift the Cross of War from the bleeding ·Christian 
world; to make the Cross victorious. 

Our country was especially favoured by the Presence 
of Our Lord in the Eucharist during well-nigh two years 
while there was no priest to offer the Holy Sacrifice. This 
em bold ens us to ask further miracles of His Love. 

In the quiet and peace of the old church we can thank 
God for His past blessings and beg for more. For the spread 
of the Faith in Australia we hope and pray; for it is by the 
coming of His Kingdom on earth- the Church-that the 
times will be truly peaceful. 

From every corner of Australia hearts will turn to the 
Holy Hill in these days of centenary rejoicing. St. Patrick's 
is everybody's parish; and all Australian Catholics will 
unite with the Marist Fa the rs and their flock in thanking 
God for a century of blessing. 

-MIRIAM AGATHA. 
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CENTENARY OF ST. PATRICl('S, 
CHURCH HILL 

CONDITION OF CATHOLICS 100 YEARS AGO 

THE opening years of the last century were years of the 
deepest anguish and spiritual privation to the Catholics 

of Australia. It was barbarous in the extreme that, £or no 
other crime than their love of country and religion, they 
should be crushed down with the most cruel and debasing 
punishment, but this tyranny was intensified a thousand 
fold when, as far as man-could effect, they ·were to be de
barred from peace with their Creator and the consolations 
and mercies and blessings which religion alone could give. 
Not only was a ban set upon the only religion in which they 
believed, but everything was done to force them to accept 
outwardly a religion in which they could not in conscierice 
believe. 

Rev. Jeremiah Francis 

O'Flynn 

Hearing in Rome of the 
sorrows of the Catholic 
exi:tes in Australia1 Fr. 
Jeremiah O'Flynn, of the 
Cistercian Order, though 
ill in health, volunteered 
to devote himself to the 
Australian Mission. In 
1816, Father O'Flynn re
ceived from Propaganda 
the appointment of "Pre
fect - Apostolic of New 
Holland," with faculty to 
administer the Sacrament 
of Confirmation. In Lon-

don, however, matters did Interior of Old St. Patrick's. 
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not proceed as smoothly for him as in Rome. On seeking 
the authority of the Government, he was informed by the 
Colonial Secretary that it was not the intention of the 
Government to send any Roman Catholic clergymen to 
N·ew South Wales. 

Father Jeremiah O'Flynn, however, had set his heart 
on bringing religious consolation to the sufferers of New 
Holland, and, as he could not proceed thither with the 
official sanction of the Government, he resolved to avail 
himself of the first opportunity to sail for Sydney as a 
private citizen. Father O'Flynn landed in Sydney on the 
14th November, 1817, and next day called upon Governor 
Macquarie to request his sanction for the performance of 
his religious duties. Permission was not only flatly refused, 
but the good priest was ·ordered to quit the country. 

Despite Government prohibition, he went from one 
part of the colony to another, seeking his people, celebrat
ing the Divine Mysteries, and giving instruction. The anger 
of the Governor was aroused, and Father O'Flynn was 
ordered to leave the country by the same boat on which he 
had come. It was now that the future St. Patrick's became 
his hiding place. For several weeks he rernained concealed 
in the house of 

Mr. William Davis. 

Mr. Davis, once an exile, now a free settler, owned a 
neat, weatherboard, one-storey structure, situated at the 
corner of what is now Grosvenor and Harringtop Streets. 
Here the good priest secretly administered the Sacraments 
to those who visited him, and from his hiding place he went 
forth at night, like the first Missionaries from the Cata
combs, to comfort the dying and visit the faithful who stood 
in need of his ministrations. 

In this house, which may really be called the first St. 
Patrick's, and which has been styled by Dr. Ullathorne "the 
first sanctuary of religion beneath the Southern Cross," 
there was a cedar press, in ·which Father O'Flynn kept the 
Blessed Sacrament reserved for administering the Holy 
Viaticum to the sick and the dying. · 

The desolate condition of the Catholic convicts and the 
hardships patiently endured by the zealous missionary 
excited in his favour a widespread ·sympathy throughout 
the colony. At length many of the leading colonists of every 
denmnination presented a petition to the Governor, couched 
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in the most earnest words, asking his authorization that the 
priest might be allowed, for a time at least, to minister to 
the wants of the Catholic portion of the community. Four 
hundred citizens, mostly Protestants, signed this petition. 
So confident was Father O'Flynn of its prayer being granted 

The First St. Patrick's-William Davis's Cottage. 

by the Governor that he ventured from his hiding place 
and appeared once again among the citizens. He had mis
calculated, however, the religious temper of the officers of 
the Crown. By order of the Governor, he was at once 
seized and, without being permitted to return to his dwell
ing, was thrown into prison and strictly guarded there, till 
after a few weeks he was flung into a sailing vessel and 
shipped back, as a prisoner and an outcast, to London. 

The Sacred Pyx, with the Blessed Sacrament, thus re
mained enshrined in the cedar tabernacle in Mr. Davis's 
house; the taper or the lamp was kept continually burning 

5 



before it. A few Catholics, by turns, came to offer the 
homage of their adoration and love, and fervent were the 
prayers, quickened by faith, offered at that sanctuary for 
the coming of a priest. 

A Priest Arrives 

In May of 1820, either Father Connolly or maybe a 
French priest visiting Sydney arrived at the house of 
William Davis and there offered up the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. At the Communion, with deep emotion and quiver
ing hand, the good priest opened the Sacred P yx, which 
contained the Sacred P articles, and then to his wonderment 
and joy he found them perfectly intact. 

As was only natural, the cedar press in which the Sacred 
P yx was enshrined was regarded with special reverence 
and pride. A portion of it was made into a small taber
nacle, which at present is preserved in St. P atrick's Church. 

Australia's First Church 

As F athers Therry and Connolly had come to New 
Sou th Wales with the permission of the English Govern
ment, Governor Macquarie had to allow them freedom to 
minister to the spiritual needs of the Catholic community. 
Not very long after their arrival the foundation stone of 
the first church was laid. This was the future 

St. Mary's Cathedral 

Not with the best grace, a section of land was given 
Father Therry outside the town, in what was then bush
land, in the hope that the Catholic community would be 
kept apart from the centre of the population. Providentially, 
this proved later to be the choicest spot in the future city 
of Sydney. The foundation stone of the first St. Mary's was 
laid by Governor Macquarie on 29th October, 1821. But 
the c9mmunity was growing fast, and by the year 1840 it 
was found necessary to commence a second church in 
Sydney. 

St. Patrick's, Church Hill 

On the 26th May, 1840, the Catholic Australasian Chron
icle advertised that a meeting of Catholics would be held in 
the Court House on the following 1\/Ionday evening to 
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appoint a Committee and devise means for erecting a new 
Catholic Church in Sydney. Mr. Davis, in whose house the 
Blessed Sacrament had been so miraculously preserved, 

)' . . - .···· .. 

St. Patrick's , Church Hill . 

presented the ground on Church Hill for the erection of the 
church, which Dr. Folding decided would '- be dedicated to 
Ireland's glorious Apostle, St. Patrick. It was to be a monu-
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ment to future ages of the 
piety of Erin's sons and of 
that zeal which, under 
every variety of circum
stances, they had evinced 
for that faith which the 
great St. Patrick taught 
them. 

Foundation Stone 

The foundation stone of 
St. Patrick's was solemnly 
blessed and laid on 25th 
August, 1840, by the Right 
Rev. Dr. Folding. A grand 
procession started from 
the cathedral and passed 
through the p r i n c i p a 1 

Rev. Dr. Ullathorne. 
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Archbishop Polding. 

parts of the town, headed 
by cross bearer, bands, 
and many Catholic or
ganisations carrying their 
respective banners. It is 
estimated that the Catho
lic community taking part 
in this procession nutn
bered over 14,000. 

Arrived at Church Hill, 
one of the highest points 
of the city, the concourse 
of people was so large that 
the foundation stone had 
to be suspended in the 
air , visible to the multi
tude. At the Bishop's re
quest, Dr. Ullathorne was 
mounted upon it. From 
this vantage point he gave 
the touching history of 



the house, which had then disappeared, but which had been 
the centre of Catholic devotion in the days of trial and 
persecution, and which had now made way for the church 
which was about to rise in its stead. 

Early Pioneer Priests at St. Patrick's 

Actively associated with the building of St. Patrick's 
was 

FATHER FRANCIS MURPHY 

(later Bishop of Adelaide), who, filled with zeal for the 
Australian Mission, had arrived from Europe in July, 1838. 
As President of the St. Patrick's Building Society, he plan
ned the erection of the new church. Day by day, from 1840 
to 1844, he witnessed the building slowly rising from 
foundation-stone to gable-roof. 

Opening of St. Patrick's 

On 17th lVIarch, 1844, Archbishop Folding opened the 
new church, dedicating it to St. Patrick. It was, neverthe
less, far from completion. For some time the windows had 
calico coverings. 

St. Patrick's First Parish Priest 

To Father Francis l\!Iurphy belongs the honour of being 
St. Patrick's first parish priest. Though called away within 
a few months to Adelaide as Bishop, he retained a deep 
affection for St. Patrick's, regarding it as a singularly hal
lowed place. A cedar beam from the historic Davis cottage 
was used to fashion his episcopal throne. His was the first 
consecration of a Bishop in the church he had dreamed of 
and planned so well. · 

After Bishop Murphy's departure for Adelaide in 1844, 
a succession of pioneer Benedictine priests . and secular 
priests ministered at St. Patrick's until 1868. Their names 
are inscribed on the memorial windows along the southern; 
side of the church. ; 

Father Therry, "The Apostle of Australia," 

who had come to Sydney in 1820, making his headquarters 
for a time at the Davis home, was nominally attached to 
St. Patrick's until May, 1856. This association adds a special 
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lustre to the history of St. 
Patrick's when it is remem
bered that for some years 
the entire work of the 
Church in Australia de
volved on Father Therry. 
Poor, without great learn
ing, he yet accomplished in 
a few years, with little as
sistance, the hard, lonely 
pioneering work of estab
lishing Catholicism in this 
land, heedless of difficulties 
that would have daunted a 
less zealous missionary. 
His work among the un
happy convicts was worthy 
of a Peter Claver. Contin
ually he strove that justice 
might be shown them. 
Over perilous _bush-tracks, 

Rev. Dean Sumner, 0.S.B. 
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Very Rev. Father Therry. 

through stormy waters, 
he journeyed to teach the 
Faith, to administer the 
Sacraments, to comfort 
men at the scaffold. He 
fought that Catholic child
ren might receive Catho
lic instruction. Many were 
the churches he planned 
and helped build, begin
ning with the humble ora
tory in Hyde Park, start
ed in 1821, which later be
came the first St. Mary's 
Cathedral. 
The First Priest Ordained 

in Australia, 
Dean Sumner, O.S.B., 

is also remembered at St. 
Patrick's among these 
pioneer pastors. 



Archdeacon McEncroe, 

through whom the Marist Fathers were to come to St. Pat
rick's, was an outstanding figure in the Catholic life of 
N.S.W. from his arrival here in 1832 until his death in 1868. 
He exercised a far-reaching influence on the destinies of 
St. Patrick's, where, during the last eight years of his life, 
he was parish priest. In founding a Catholic centre at 
Norfolk Island, he linked the people of St. ,Patrick's closely 
with Catholics of that island, who to-day share with them 
the privilege of belonging to St. Patrick's parish. Father 
McEncroe's 

Long Friendship with the Marist Fathers 

began as early as December, 1837, when Bishop Pompallier, 
Father Servant and Brother Michael stayed in Sydney as 
guests of Archbishop Folding for several weeks before pro
ceeding to New Zealand. Until a sufficient number of 
Marist priests could be made available to take charge of the 
1\/Iarist Mission Procure, Father McEncroe undertook this 
work for the Society of Mary, carrying it on for many years. 
During his visit to Ireland 
in 1858, Father McEncroe 
obtained permission for 
the establishment at Dun
dalk of a Marist Seminary 
to train missionary priests 
for the Church in Aus
tralia. Not long after his 
return, in 1860, he became 

Parish Priest of 
St. Patrick's. 

He it was who secured 
land adjoining the church 
whereon to build a con
vent and school. For eight 
years Father McEncroe 
devoted himself to the 
very arduous duties de
volving on him. The pio
neer Marist Fathers at 
Villa Maria were his inti- Archdeacon McEncroe. 
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mate friends. He visited them frequently. When he be
came ill, they came to St. Patrick's at his own request and 
carried out his parochial duties for him. 

Much had been accomplished by Archdeacon McEncroe 
for the erection of Episcopal Sees in Australia. It so hap
pened that at the time of his death in 1868 all the Bishops 
of the ecclesiastical ·province were in Sydney preparing for 
the approaching Synod. On hearing that Archdeacon 
McEncroe was dying, Archbishop Folding and the entire 
group of Bishops hastened to his bedside. The Archbishop, 
a close friend of the dying priest, asked whether he had any 
request to make "before parting:" "Your Grace," feebly 
replied Archdeacon McEncroe, "my dying request is that 
you entrust St. Patrick's Church to the Marist Fathers." 
The Archbishop's response came readily: "I grant it. What 
you ask for is done. St. Patrick's Church and parish shall 
be in charge of the Marist Fathers." 

On the day of Archdeacon McEncroe's interment, Arch
bishop Folding fulfilled the promise made to his friend. 
Father Joseph Monnier was appointed as 

The First Marist Priest-in-Charge of St. Patrick's. 

THE MARIST FATHERS AT ST. PATRICK'S . 

Father Joseph Monnier was born in France in 1825. 
Ordained a priest of the Society of Mary at twenty-fr{ e, 
he taught theology for a while before joining the Marist 
mission_ staff in southern France. In 1856 he sailed for 
Tonga, labouring in that lonely place for eight years. His 
superiors then .~ommissioned him to take charge of a college 
recently opened at Windsor, N.S.W. , for young . natives of 
the Oceanic Islands. This work was, however, soon to be 
discontinued. Father Monnier then gave valuable assist
ance in various missionary districts for several y ears. He 
worked at Penrith and in G~mpbelltown over a long period. 
He preached missions and gave retreats in almost every 
parish in Sydney and its suburbs and throughout the 
newly-created dioceses of Bathurst and Maitland. While 
preaching a mission at Wellington, N.S.W. , he was called 
to take charge of St. Patrick's, Sydney . 

Father Monnier 's task at St. Patrick's was at first a diffi
cult one. Many of his . parishioners ,vere Irish, accustomed 
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to the ministrations of Irish priests. They resented the 
appointment of a French priest to St. Patrick's. Soon, how- , 
--ever, they became aware of Father Monnier's great lovable-
ness, his gentleness, his self-sacrificing devotion to their 
w elfare. They took him to · their hearts. 

The old records tell of a crowded 

Eight Days' Retreat at St. Patrick's 

given by Father Dillon, of Camden, in preparation for the 
church's patronal feast in 1874. At the Evening Instructions 
during this retreat, women, free to attend in the day time, 
had to be excluded in order to make room for the great 
number of men gathered from all parts of Sydney, many of 
whom were non-Catholics seeking to u n derstand the 
Church's teachings. 

Father Monnier was devoted tb his penitents. It is said 
that h e frequently heard confessions until nearly mid-night. 
On one occasion when he had retired to sleep shortly after 
that hour, a woman came and rang the bell, begging that 
her confession might be heard, as she could find no peace. 
Father Monnier at once went to open the church and turn on 

Rev. Jos. Monnier, S.M. 
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the lights. He heard the 
woman's confession, gave 
her Absolution, and sent 
her away comforted. 

On the Feast of Our 
Lady of Sorrows, 1874, 
Father Monnier was called 
to his reward. He was suc
ceeded for a short period b y; i 

Father Muraire. 
i 

Father Muraire had fre~ 
quently assisted Archdea~ 
con McEncroe in his par~ 
ochial work at St. Patrick's, 
so that he had already be""' 
come known to the parish~ 
ioners. Very soon, however; 
Father Muraire was called 
to Villa Maria, but not be
fore he had established at 
St. Patrick's its first Sodal
i ty of the Sacred Heart. 



Father Heuze, 

who had come to St. Patrick's in 1869 to assist Father 
Monier, was then appointed parish priest. His early life 
had been one of travel and adventure. He was ordained in 
America as a secular priest. After heing besieged at Vicks
burg, on the Mississipi River, during the American Civil 
War, the hardships he had suffered seriously affected his. 
health. On recovery, Father Heuze came in touch with the 
Marist Fathers at New Or leans, and decided to join the 
Society of Mary. Returning to his native France in 1865; 
he prepared himself for this great vocation making his 
profession the fallowing year. His . work as a Marist priest 
began in Ireland, where he was temporarily attached to 
the staff of the Marist Seminary at Dundalk. Later he 
journeyed to England, where, at St. Anne's Mission, Spital
fields, he ministered to the Catholic poor. In 1869 came the 
call to assist Father Monnier at St. Patrick's, Sydney. 

As parish priest, Father Heuze was greatly beloved. His 
parishioners seem to have been happy people, enjoying 
wonderful picnics sponsored by the old "Christian Doctrine 
Society" and celebrating their patronal Feast each year 

with passionate en th usi
asm. Men and women who 
had suffered persecution 
for the Faith still lived 
among them. The agonis
ing struggles of past days 
were recalled on the feast 
of St. Patrick, to whom the 
Irish, in particular, owe 
their Faith. In a measure 
incomprehensible to a later 
generation, that holy day 
,vas one of rejoicing, of 
gratitude to Almighty God 
for the glad freedom of the 
Church in Australia. 

For many years Father 
Heuze's health had dimin
ished under the strain of 
overwork. Though a mar
tyr to rheumatism, he did 
not spare himself the long 

Archbishop Vaughan. hours in the confessional 
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that increased his sufferings. Always eloquent as a preacher, 
his last sermon, one that made a deep impression, was 
given to the · Sacred Heart Sodality ·on 3rd June, 1883. 
Shortly afterwards Father Heuze became seriously ill. He 
died at Villa Maria iri the following August. 

Father Le Rennetel 

succeeded him. 

To write of Father le Rennetel instantly recalls two 
other names intimately associated with his-those of Fathers 
Ginisty and Piquet. In 1880 this famous trio, known later 
as "the Shamrock of St. Patrick's," had begun their united 
labours, which for many years were to continue in perfect 
harmony. Each in turn became parish priest. Each con
tributed generously to the spiritual life of St. Patrick's, the 
life which, beginning so humbly in Davis's cottage, had with 
each decade put forth new leaves and branches, new blos
,somings of the Holy Spirit. 

Memorable Mission at 
St. Patrick's 

On the appointment of 
Father le Rennetel as par
ish priest in September, 
1883, a remarkable Mis
sion was conducted by 
the Redemptorist Fathers. 
Great crowds attended. 
Between three and four 
thousand people received 
Holy Communion. Four 
ceremonies are remem
bered in connection with 
this Mission: the Act of 
Reparation, the Stations 
of the Cross, the Conse
cration of the parishioners 
to Our Lady, and the 
erection of the Mission 
Cross selected by Father 
Heuze while in Europe 
and sent to St. Patrick's. Very Rev. Father P. Le Rennetel, S.M_ 
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In Father le Rennetel were united unique qualities both 
of mind and heart. He was born at St. Malo in 1851. At 
college he made his mark as a brilliant student of science 
and mathematics. Many were the prizes awarded him, the 
most notable of these for physics and chemistry. Although 
too young for conscription at the time of the Franco
Prussian War, he volunteered and fought with the Zouaves 
under the famous Charette, Commander ·of the Papal troops 
during the reign of Pius IX. After the war, Father le 
Rennetel resumed his studies for the priesthood. He was 
ordained at Armagh in 1877 by Archbishop McGeddigan. 

Father le Rennetel's request to labour in the Missions 
of the Pacific was not granted. Instead he was called to old 
St. Michael's, Dawes Point, Sydney. Later came his 
appointment as Rector of St. John's College within Sydney 
University. He remained there for one year, resigning on 
Dr. Vaughan's death. The authorities entreated Father le 
Rennetel to remain at St. John's for life. Rather than be 
separated from the Society of Mary he refused this honour. 
Soon afterwards he was appointed priest-in-charge at St. 
Patrick's. 

Father le Rennetel 's work at St. Patrick's was colossal. 
He erected the old Federal Hall in Harrington Street, built 
the present presbytery, the convent, and parochial schooJs. 
His wisdom and ability won for him a place on Cardinal 
Moran's Advisory Council. Members of every denomination 
respected him. Business men sought his advice in secular 
as well as in spiritual matters. Indeed, it was said at that 
time that everyone went to St. Patrick's, fo r it_ was the 
"Brampton Oratory" of Sydney. Not only did Father le 
Rennetel attract spiritual and intellectual people, but the 
very poor, many of whom were fed daily at the presbytery. 

It was characteristic of this great priest that, though in 
indifferent health, he laboured actively in the infected areas 
during an outbreak in Sydney of bubonic plague. So irn
paired was his health afterwards that he was forced to take 
a holiday trip to France. He returned completely cured. 
Indeed, it seemed as though 'his apostolic labours might con
tinue for years. In July, 1904, Father le Rennetel suffered 
a severe stroke. He died in the same month after "twenty
five years in Sydney of active, zealous work for his people) 
during which he did not count the cost of time, labour or 
health spent for the spiritual, and even temporal, welfare 
of all who approached him." 
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Father Ginisty 

followed his friend as 
parish priest. His early 
life in France had been 
uneventful. A few years 
after making his prof es
sion in the Society of 
Mary, he was, like 
Father le Rennetel, ap
pointed to old St. Mich
ael's, Dawes Point. Later 
he rejoined his two 
friends at St. Patrick's, 
and thus grew and 
flourished the threefold 
" shamrock " of happy 
memory. In 1902 Father 
Ginisty became parish 
priest of Villa Maria. Rev. Father A. Ginisty, S.M. 

Two years afterwards he 
·was placed in charge of St. Patrick's on Father le R ennetel's 
death. Father Ginisty's successful efforts to secure the free 
hold property necessary for the enlargement of the Sanc
tuary made possible the present spacious Shrine of the 
Blessed Sacrament. He is remembered for his extraordinary 
devotion to the poor and for the heroism with which he 
endured his physical sufferings. Father Ginisty died in 
May, 1912. 

Father Piquet, 
known to subsequent generations as "the grand old man of 
St. Patrick's," was then appointed priest-in-charge. Born 
in 1852 at Morant, near L yons, Father Piquet's early sur
roundings were ideally happy. His theological studies , 
begun in France, were completed at Dundalk. There he, too , 
,;vas ordained a priest by Archbishop McGeddigan, of 
Armagh. Twelve months later he offered himself for mis
sjonary work in the South Seas. On the Feast of Our Lady's 
Nativity, 1880, he left France on this great enterprise with 
several other French missionaries. It was arranged that 
Father Piquet should spend three months in Sydney before 
proceeding to the Islands. The projected journey did not 
eventuate. At first he worked at old St. Michael's with 
Fathers le Rennetel and Ginisty . Later, as we have seen, 
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the three continued their labours at St. Patrick's. For more 
than fifty years Father Piquet was associated with . the his-

Interior view of the recently renovated St. Patrick's. 

toric church. His devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, his 
passionate love for penitents, made St. Patrick's a spiritual 
home not only for a favoured few , but for Catholics far and 
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wide. His practical sy1n
pathy for the poor is, per
haps, more widely known 
than his work for Ca tho
lie youth, for the training 
of priests, and the assist
ance of needy mission
aries. 

During Father Piquet's 
term as parish priest, 
from 1912 to 1918, he sur
prised even his friends by 
his administrative ability. 
Necessary church repairs 
first engaged his atten
tion. He then built St. 
Patrick's Hall, combining 
it with a girls' school. 
The erection of a boys' 
school and a new resi
dence for the Marist 
Brothers was next under
taken. It is estimated that 
in tho.se six years Father 

Rev. Father P. Piquet, S.M. 

Piquet raised no less than £30,000 for the liquidation of 
parish debts and the erection of new buildings. He had a 
great affection for the children of the parish. In fifty years 
he never missed his daily visit to the schools unless absent 
from home. Succeeded in 1918 by Father Laurent, Father 
Piquet remained at St. Patrick's until his death in August, 
1936. 

Father Francis Laurent 

was the last of the pioneer priests in charge of St. Patrick's. 
His early life was spent in Belgium. As a missionary in the 
Pacific Islands he came very close to death through severe 
illness, which prevented him from continuing his splendid 
work in those regions. Father Laurent lived for several 
years in Sydney, where he is remembered with. affection 
by many both at Villa Maria and at St. Patrick's. While at 
Villa Maria he built up the Australian Branch of the Third 
Order of Mary. As parish priest of St. Patrick's he trans~ 
£erred the Order there. Before his term of office had closed, 
Father Laurent was appointed to assist Monsignor Meany 
in preparing for the Sydney Eucharistic Congress. Accord-
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ingly he left for America and Europe, greatly regretted by 
his friends in Australia. Father Laurent is now in charge 
of the Marist Church in London. 

A New Province 

Towards the end of the year 1926 there was a change in 
the local government of the Society in Australia. St. Pat
rick's and the two parishes of Villa Maria and Gladstone 
were placed in the care of the New Zealand Province, and 
at the same time two Fathers arrived from New Zealand to 
join the staff at St: Patrick's, Father D. H. Hurley as Parish 
Priest and Father J. M. Roche as assistant. The traditions 
of the past were closely kept, with an enlargement of the 
spiritual -life as circumstances allowed. As the parish de
creased in numbers owing to the resumptions for the 
Harbour Bridge, the Fathers were able to devote more time 
to church work, which meant a considerable increase in the 
times and numbers of Confessions. As a precious heritage 
of the great Congress in 1928, His 'Grace Archbishop Kelly 
sanctioned the inestimable privilege of Daily Exposition of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, making St. Patrick's once 
more a Shrine of the Divine Eucharistic Presence. All day 

long the church has de
vout adorers, and the mid
day Masses and the Bene
dictions draw large con
gregations. 

In 1930 a new school 
was built for the girls and 
was dedicated as a m e
morial of Father Piquet's. 
Golden Jubilee in the 
priesthood. A much-need
ed change was made a t 
St. Brigid's in 1932 by 
building a modern, w ell
lighted and well-equipped 
school over .the church. 
Both these buildings w er e
almost free of debt on 
their respective opening: 
days. 

In 1934 Father Hurley 
Most Rev. Dr. M. Kelly, D .D. left St. Patrick's to take· 
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up the office -of Provincial, and was succeeded by Father H. 
McDonnell, but returned in 1934 as Provincial of the newly
constituted Province of Australia. 

The history of St. Patrick's is a record of much good 
work, but all the credit is not due to the Fathers, ever so 
devoted and zealous. St. Patrick's has always been blessed 
with a fine body of assistants, whose first line is the devoted 
Marist Brothers and self-sacrificing Sisters of Mercy. Both 
of these Orders were cradled at St. Patrick's, the Sisters 
arriving from Liverpool, in England, and the Brothers from 
France. Like the parable of the mustard seed, both have 
grown to large dimensions with abundant blessings from 
Di vine Providence, and their now long record of work in 
St. Patrick's will ever be held in grateful remembr.ance. In 
the Girls' Commercial College, with its three hundred 
pupils, the Sisters are doing a splendid work for Catholic 
girls in Sydney and suburbs with results that are equal to 
any commercial school in the State. 

In addition to these worthy helpers, the parish has also 
been blessed with a fine spirit of loyalty and generosity in 
the parishioners, who, answering every appeal, have built 
up a parish that is notable for its Faith and · good works. 
With assistance from generous benefactors outside the 
parish, whose help must not be underestimated, St. Pat
rick's is unique in having a parish so well and so fully 
equipped, yet free from debt. The church itself, just 
recently renovated, is a thing of beauty as well as a house of 
prayer, with its array of splendid statues, its magnificent 
High Altar of polished brass, the artistic pictures on the 
wall, the devotional Stations of the Cross, fine stained glass 
windows and a very beautiful Baptismal Font. These, · with 
the grand organ, are evidences ·of great generosity, as well 
as devotion to a beloved church. 

In the purely spiritual organisation of the parish the 
Third Order of Mary comes first, with its thousand members 
drawn from all parts of Sydney and suburbs, closely fol
lowed by the Archconfraternity of the Most Blessed Sacra
ment and the League of Daily Adoration. · The Holy Name 
Society, the Women's Sacred Heart Sodality, the Children 
of Mary, Boy Scouts and Recreational Clubs tell of the full 
life of parish organisation. Musically, St. •Patrick's has been 
always to the fore, with a splendid mixed choir of earlier 
days and a Male Liturgical Choir of more recent times, 
though at the present, owing to stress of the times, choral 
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music, with the exception . of the Children of Mary, is in 
abeyance. 

Charity to the poor has not been overlooked. St. Pat
rick's had the honour of establishing the first Conference of 
St. Vincent de Paul's Society in the Archdiocesei which) 
under the care of Father Piquet for fifty years, has retained 
a large membership and a truly zealous spirit in minjster
ing to the needs of the less fortunate. The Sewing Guild, 
which also enjoys a large membership, attends not only to 
the parish, but is able to extend its benefactions far and 
wide. May these evidences of the spirit of Christ be ever 
with us. 
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ST. PATRICl('S PARISH-

MANY changes have taken place in the Rocks area since 
the establishment of the parish one hundred years ago. 

Chief among these has been the enforced migration of some 
thousands of its former residents and old identities, brought 
about through the resumption of their properties to make 
way for the Harbour Bridge and City Railway. In early days 
there was a large residential area where now exists the 
King George V. Memorial Park and Bradfield Highway, and 
there are many who will remember old 

St. Michael's. 

Hardly ten years after their foundation, the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of the Sa,cred Heart opened an orphanage at the 
lower end of Cumberland Street (now York Street North). 
This was known as the "Providence." Mother Mary of the 
Cross, Foundress of the Sisters of St. Joseph, lived there for 
a time. 

Alongside the "Providence" was old St. Michael's Pres
bytery at 17 Cumberland Street. The Marist Fathers estab
lished this residence there in 1877 primarily as a house of 
convenience for the Fathers who had charge of the 
"Procure." In addition, however, it was used as a Chapel of 
Ease for the convenience of the numerous parishioners 
residing nearby. One of the first Superiors was Father 
Aubry, S.M., the first Provincial in Oceanica. Here, too, 
resided for a time Fathers Joly, Muraire, Murlay, Le Ren
netel, Ginisty, Piquet and many of the other early Marists. 

As the Catholic population increased it was decided to 
erect a separate church. A section of land was purchased a 
short distance away from the old presbytery, in Lower Fort 
Street. On this property, in the January of 1882, His Grace 
Most Rev. Dr. Vaughan blessed and laid the foundation 
stone of St. Michael's Church. The first parish priest was 
the Rev. Father O'Dwyer, who was later succeeded by Rev. 
Father Guillemin, S.M. Happy are the recollections held 
dear by the early residents of these good priests and their 
great devotion to Our Lady. Whenever there was an inter-
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change of visits between 
the Fathers of St. Patrick's 
and St. Michael's they 
might be seen returning 
through Cumber land Street 
quietly reciting the Rosary 
among themselves . 

In the year 1900 the Gov
ernment passed its Bill for 
the resumption of the 
Rocks area. At the time 
that the Bill was under dis
cussion and arrangements 
were being made by the 
Government as to the par
ticular area to be resumed, 
representations were made 
by the Marist Fathers on 
behalf of the historic 
church of St. Patrick's. The 
result of these represen ta-

Rev. Father O'Dwyer, tions was that St. Patrick's 
First Pas'cor of St . Michael's . was to be omitted from the 

resumptions, but St. Mich
ael's Church and the old presbytery were to be handed over 
to the Government . In 1902 St. Michael's was resumed, and 
thus came to a close a chapter of happy memories for the 
residents of the Rocks area. 

St. Brigid's 

As St. Brigid's district is now part of St. Patrick's parish , 
it is interesting to learn that the original St. Brigid's w as 
the first chapel built for Catholic worship in Sydney. This 
was on the shores of Darling Harbour, then known as Cockle 
Bay. On Wednesday, 4th March, 1874, the Most Rev. Dr . 
Vaughan performed the ceremony of opening St. Brigid's 
Hall in K ent Street. This was 107 Kent Street, just on the 
corner ' of K ent and High St:reets. The building ,;vas subse
quently used as a place of business by Messrs. R. and G. 
Watkins. In an address from the laity presented to Dr. 
Vaughan on that occasion, the fact was recalled that "in this 
district stood more than half a century ago the first Catholic 
place . of worship in the sout_hern hemisphere, the little 
chapel, • as it was called, of St."' Brigid at Cockle Bay"; and 
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that "as late as the year 1842 the average attendance there 
on Sundays at 9 o'clock Mass, the only one celebrated, was 
seventy." 

From an old resident of fo;rmer years we learn that two 
Cath.olic schools were conducted in connection with the 
above hall. The boys' school had Mr. Ryan as its principal, 
while the girls' school was conducted by Mrs. A. Fay, who 
resided near Agar Street. Once a week the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass was celebrated at St. Brigid's school by the late 
Rev. Father Peter Young. Some years later these schools 
were transferred lower down Kent Street to where the 
present church and school stands, near the corner of Argyle 
Place. In 1877 St. Brigid's became attached to St. Michael's, 
Dawes Point, where the Marist Fathers were in charge. 

In 1934 a modern infants' school was built at St. Brigid's. 
It is attended by the good Sisters of Mercy from St. Patrick's. 

Societies and Sodali ties 

St. Patrick's parish is well provided with religious 
sodalities and societies. Among them are:-

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Founded in Paris in the year 1833, this grand organisa
tion of Christian charity soon spread rapidly throughout the 
world, until to-day it is found in every country and its con
ferences include every race and colour. 

To Australia the Society came in 1881,. and this was to 
St. Patrick's, Church Hill, which has the honour of being 
the first Conference founded in Australia. In conjunction 
with Mr. Charles O'Neill, a layman from New Zealand, 
where the Society already existed, Father Piquet was 
appointed to establish a Conference at St. Patrick's. This 
vvas on the 24th July, 1881. The present strength of the 
Conference is forty members. Closely allied with St. Pat
rick's Conference are the Ladies of Charity, known as 

St. Patrick's Sewing Guild. 

This wonderful organisation was founded thirty years 
ago by Rev. Father A. Ginisty, S.M., and at his death it 
became a pet work of Rev. Father Piquet. They meet every 
week at St. Patrick's and every year distribute many hun
dreds of_ articles of clothing, as _well as giving relief in vari
ou~ ways to the poor. 
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These ladies deserve the sympathy and support of every 
member of the parish for the noble and self-sacrificing work 
they are doing for God's poor. 

Sacred Heart Sodality 

One of the oldest sodalities in the parish is that of the 
Sacred Heart. Among the cherished possessions of the late 
Mr. Joseph Spruson, a former resident of Church Hill, was 
a diploma, signed by Rev. Father Muraire, S.M., on 21st 
November, 1871, appointing him a Promoter. Many were 
the celebrations in the historic church in honour of the 
Sacred Heart in which this organisation played a prominent 
part, especially the annual procession on the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart. 

Sodality of Children of Mary 

Side by side with that of the Sacred Heart, the Sodali ty 
of Children of Mary has ever been a strong force for good 
in the parish. It was established, very appropriately, with 
the coming to the parish of the Marist Fathers. Its members 
have not only been content to take part in the monthly 
meetings, but have ever played a prominent part in parish 
activities. Especially have they been an active body in 
maintaining a beautiful choir, which to-day is keeping up 
the traditions of the past. 

St. Patrick's Archconfraternity of the . 
Blessed Sacrament 

was founded in 1928. While in Rome, Very Rev. Father D. 
H. Hurley had obtained permission for Daily Exposition at 
St. Patrick's. It was solemnly inaugurated on Wednesday, 
6th September, 1928, during the Sydney Eucharistic Con
gress, by the late Cardinal Ceretti, Papal Legate to the 
Congress. 

To form a Eucharistic Guard of Honour, cards were sent 
t0 some 5,000 persons offering them the privilege of spend
ing one hour a month in prayer before the Blessed Sacra
ment exposed for adoration at St. Patrick's. Each person, 
on returning the card, wrote on it the particular hour to be 
set aside for this purpose during the month. In this way it 
was arranged that at every hour of the day there would be 
one or more members keeping watch with Our Lord. 
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All Catholics are invited to become members of St. 
Patrick's . Eucharistic Guard of Honour. Meetings of the 
Archconfraternity are held on Sunday afternoons every 
three months, and an Annual Retreat is given. 

The Third Order of Mary 

extends the religious life of the Society of Mary to men and 
women living in the world. Its Rule is simple, promoting a 
spirit of recollection rather than prescribing numerous re
ligious observances. Members are pledged to seek perfec
tion through close union with Our Lady, whatever their 
circumstances or occupation. Those wishing to join are 
required first to become postulants. After three months 
they may be received as novices. A year later novices, if 
approved, are called to profession. 

The Order was canonically sanctioned by the Holy See 
in 1850. It has Fraternities in Europe, America and the 
Pacific. That of St. Patrick's, inaugurated at Villa Maria 
by the early Marist Fathers, and later, in 1914, established 
by Father Laurent at St. Patrick's, has numbered nearly 
1,500 tertiaries. It is the largest in the world. 

Meetings are held every fourth Sunday at St. Patrick's. 
Very Rev. Father D. H. Hurley, S.M., is the Director. Special 
notes of .his Spiritual Instructions to tertiaries are sent out 
by the secretaries to some eighty members absent from 
Sydney or unable, through illness, to attend the meetings. 

OUR SCHOOLS 

The Sisters of Mercy 

These good Sisters came to St. Patrick's from Liver
pool, England, on 15th November, 1865, and their Mother 
House was for many years situated in this parish. The first 
Reverend Mother was Mother Ignatius McQuoin. In 1873 
the Mother House and Novitiate was transferred to its 
present location at Monte Sant' Angelo, North Sydney . 

Not only do the good Sisters attend the needs of the 
children in the primary school, but this finely-equipped 
school has been appointed a training centre for teachers. 
Moreover, for many years they have conducted a girls' 
commercial college in Harrington Street, where an average 
of three hundred students are trained annually. 
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The Marist Brothers 

The education of the boys of the parish is entrusted to 
the Marist Brothers. St. Patrick's was the first foundation 
of the Marist Brothers in Australia, whither they came from 
St. Genis-Laval, near Lyons, in France, in 1872. For many 
years it was their Mother House, Novitiate and Training 
School. It was at St. Patrick's, also, that the first seeds w ere 
sown of what is now the largest Catholic boarding school in 
the Southern Hemisphere-St. Joseph's College at Hunter s 
Hill. 

In addition to the primary school, the Brothers conduct 
a commercial college and evening continuation classes, 
where students are prepared for the Leaving Certificate and 
kindred subjects, as well as being coached in book-keeping 
and business principles, accountancy, police examinations, 
&c. 
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BLESSED CHANEL'S SEMINARY 

IT had long been the desire of the lVI:arist Fathers to estab
lish in Australia a house of studies in which young men 

.aspiring to the priesthood in the Society of Mary might pur
sue their studies from the Leaving Certificate to the priest
hood. Many difficulties stood in the way of this achieve
n1ent, and for many years it was necessary for Australian 
s tudents of the Society to cross to New Zealand for their 
h igher studies. Australian Marists feel a deep debt of grati
tude to the New Zealand Province and its seminary at 
·Greenmeadows for the generous and grand service rendered 
in educating our Australian students . 

However, in 1936 it was felt that the time had come to 
found a Marist Seminary in Australia; in that year passed 
to his reward the saintly and beloved Father Piquet, who 
for over half a century had served so faithfully at St. Pat
rick's the spiritual and temporal needs of numberless people 
in Sydney and beyond. It was the desire of his many friends 
t hat a fitting monument be erected to his memory. Accord
ingly, within a month of his death a property was pur
chased at Meadowstream, between Northmead and Toon
gabbie, as a site for the Piquet memorial, which was to be 
the long-desired seminary. On 24th October of the follow
ing year the foundation stone was laid by the venerable 
Archbishop Kelly and the building proceeded, its erection 
financed chiefly by generous donations made in response to 
the "Piquet Appeal" launched by the desire of Father 
Piquet's friends. 

Beginnings and First Fruits 

The new building was occupied by its foundation com
rnunity on the feast of the Annunciation, 1938. Classes 
began on the following Monday, 28th March, though the 
official opening, performed by the Most Reverend Dr. Gilroy, 
did not take place until the 29th May. From the day of the 
first class onwards the pleasant fields of Meadowstream 
have been the scene of busy activity; the lecture halls have 
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been occupied day by day in the strenuous effort to impart 
and acquire that knowledge which the priest ·must needs. 
'possess, while the chapel has played its supremely important 
part as · the supernatural powerhouse and the soul of the 
great endeavour. 

Some of the Australian students who had already 
accomplished part of their seminary studies in New Zea
land ·were brought back to form part of the original com
munity of students, while new candidates were at once 
enrolled. Since the opening date seventeen young Aus
tralians, apart from those returned from New Zealand,. 
have taken up their studies within the halls of Blessed 
Chanel's. One of the foundation community transferred 
from New Zealand, the Reverend Father James Harcombe, 
was raised to the priesthood in November, 1939-the first 
priest of the Australian Marist Seminary. Others will fol
low very shortly, and a stream of ordinations has been 
initiated which it is hoped will not suffer interruption. 

Needs of the Se111inary: Vocations 

The first need of the Seminary is vocations, both for the 
priesthood and lay-brotherhood. Blessed Chanel's is ex
pected to produce sufficient Fathers to staff the various. 
undertakings of the Society in Australia-colleges, missions , 
parishes and other special works-as well as to supply a 
generous quota of missionaries for the islands of the Pacific. 
For this purpose a large and constant stream of yocations is. 
called for; youths of good character are accordingly urged 
to come forward to offer their services to Christ the Priest 
under the aegis of His Mother. In like manner there is a 
n1ost urgent need for lay-brothers, who are required to 
assist the Fathers in the material support of our institu-
tions, both in the Commonwealth and in the Island Missions. 
Catholic men who feel that they could devote their lives to· 
such a noble co:--operation in the work of the Church, with 
all the spiritual benefits -and merits which such service 
involves, are invited to take their part; there is room for all 
whether their attraction and ability lie in farm or garden,. 
in trades, in transport ·work or in indoor occupations; the
need is urgent, for without the help of lay-brothers the 
carrying on of many of the Society's works is impossible; 
the lay-brother's life is as truly a service of Christ and His. 
Mother as is that of the priest. 
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Scholarships 

The second great need is that of scholarships for candi
d ates to the priesthood. The financial burden of supporting 
and educating young men during the eight years at th( 
Seminary is very heavy indeed-so heavy as _to be almost 
crushing to the resources at the disposal of the Fathers. It 
is an enormous pity that so many boys and youths of ex
•cellent character and ability are debarred from the priest
hood because of the insufficient resources of the Seminary 
to provide for them-a pity for the sake of Christ's cause in 
the world even more than for that of the youth himself. 
Full or part scholarships or contributions to co-operative 
.scholarships would render possible the education of many 
for whom the attainment of the priesthood is impossible by 
.other means. 

Building Extensions 

The third pressing need is for extensions to the Semin
a ry building. Already the accommodation at the Seminary 
is beginning to give concern, and the admission of new 
.students will soon present difficulties unless enlargements 
to the building can be made. The greatest need in this 
respect regards the Chapel; the hall at present used for this 
purpose is destined ultimately for other uses, and the erec
tion of the permanent Chapel would not only render pos
.sible the full liturgical training of the students, but would 
release much room for class halls and accommodation. A 
beautiful Chapel has been designed and could be erected at 
a very moderate cost. It is hoped that its completion will 
be Australia's chief contribution to the centenary celebra
tions of the martyrdom of the Seminary's Patron, Blessed 
Peter Chanel, the Marist Father who has the honour of 
being the first martyr of the world of the Pacific and who is 
honoured by the Australian Church as one of the patrons of 
this great southern continent. The centenary of his martyr
dom occurs on the 28th April, 1941. Will our friends , and 
those who remember so affectionately the beloved Father 
Piquet, those, too, who wish to honour Blessed P eter Chanel, 
as well as others who have at heart the advancement of the 
cause of Christ and His Mother in these lands, rally round 
to erect this Chapel as a noble centennial monument to 
Blessed Chanel? 
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The Marist Sen1inary Auxiliary League 

During 1939 the friends of the Seminary, with great 
enthusiasm, formed "The Marist Seminary Auxiliary 
League" for the purpose of assisting the Seminary in the 
education of priests; the League has already been respon
sible for a number of notable improvements to the building 
and grounds and promises to b e a strong force in the future. 
It is privileged with certain notable spiritual benefits. Its 
aim is a noble one, and it is hoped that it will "proceed from 
strength to strength" with an increase of its membership
a membership that carries with it the joy of helping directly 
in . the great undertaking for which Blessed Chanel's 
Seminary stands. 



CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
ST. PATRICI('S 

Sunday, 18th August, 1940 

11 a.m:: Solemn High Mass of Thanksgiving in the 
presence ·of His Grace, the Archbishop, who 
will preach the occasional Discourse. · 

The Music of the Mass will be · sung by 
the Marist Students of Blessed Chanel's 
Seminary and the pupils of St. Patrick's 
Boys' School. 

3 p.m.: Solemn · Procession of the • Most Blessed 
Sacrament, which will follow a route along 
Gloucester Street, along Essex Street, York 
Street, around Lang Park, returning to the 
church. 

In addition to the Church Sodalities, 
groups from the Grail, C.U.S.A., the 
Apostleship of the Sea, St. Vincent de Paul 
and Holy Name Society will also march. 

The Blessed Sacrament will be carried by 
the venerable Archdeacon Collender, P.P., 
and, after returning to the church, a sermon 
will be preached by Very Rev. Father · 
Macken, C.M. 

As the church will not be able to accom
n1odate all who are likely to attend the 
function, arrangements are being made for 
relaying the Sermon and Benediction for 
those outside the building. 

For the sake of good order and to prevent 
any confusion, the church will be closed in 
the afternoon and will be o·pened to receive 
the Blessed Sacrament, and, when the Mon
strance has been placed on the Altar, the 
doors will b_e opened to receive the public. 

All those who attend are asked to make 
the occasion one of fervent thanksgiving to 
Divine Providence for the many spiritual 
favours of the past one hundred years. 
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