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'Foreword 
Behind the tall royal palms and neatly cared for driveway leading up to the Marist Brothers Novitiate 
at Lomeri, lies a story that goes back 25 years and more, for, like any project, the dream was. in the 
making long before it became a reality. 
This magazine is an attempt to tell the story of the last 25 years of the Lomeri Novitiate, through the 
memories of those charged with leading the formation of the young men aspiring to the brotherhood 
- the Masters of Novices. 
The compilation of a magazine such as this calls for the assistance and cooperation of many and I 
extend my heartfelt thanks to all who have helped, especially those who took the time to write the 
articles requested of them. I am also indebted to the Brothers of the Lomeri staff, who have kept 
such an excellent photographic record of the past 25 years. 
As you read through this 'History' of the Novitiate, I hope the memories roll back for you, and that 
together, we give thanks to Almighty God for all that has been. 
Under the patronage of Mary our Good Mother, under the inspiration of our Founder Marcellin 
Champagnat, and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may the years ahead be as fruitful as the first 
25 years. 

H,ppy S;lvo, Illb;!".;!: h 
Brother Kees van der Weert 
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.. ---------------------------~AGES, .. -----
A Message from Brother Henry Spinks 

Br. 

delicate work in so 
succession of great 

Greetings to all associated with Lomeril And 
warm congratulations on your silver jubilee. 

It is good for us to reflect on this milestone 
in the history of the Lomeri Novitiate and to 
stop and pay our respects to so many people 
who made these past 25 years possible. 

What tremendous work was done by the people 
who organised 'Strideout' and participated in 
this international fundraising event. Truly a 
magnificent effort in those days I Their 
efforts in fundraising paid for the building 
of the Novitiate. 

In this publication we can see the number of 
Brothers who have led formation teams working 
as staff at Lomeri. Theirs has been the 
onerous task of walking with the young men 
from various cultures. In this journey of 
mentoring they have helped young men discern 
the call of God in their lives. A very 

many ways and we have been truly blessed with a 
Marist men as Formators. 

Many Pacifican men and some from outside the Pacific have offered 
themselves generously to the Lord and Mary in discerning their 
vocation to Marist brotherhood. We look back with gratitude for the 
generosity of so many young men. Some decided brotherhood was not 
what God was calling them to. Some again have flourished in the call 
to be brother. At this time of jubilee we give thanks to God and to 
our good mother, Mary, for bringing a harvest of good young men to 
our Novitiate at Lomeri. 

May the next years be abundantly blessed. 

This booklet provides us with the opportunity to focus our own 
'Magnificat' as it is, in reality, God's work among us. 

We thank you for rejoicing with us. Please accept the love and 
prayerful affection of the Brothers for all that you have meant to 
us. May Jesus and Mary and Marcellin continue to shine strongly 
through the people of Lomeri. 

Thank Godl 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Brother Henry Spinks FMS 
Provincial 
Marist Brothers New Zealand Province 
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A Message from Brother Michael Hill, 

TWENTY FIVE YEARS OF 

FORMATION IN THE PACIFIC 

I am pleased to be able to take this 

opportunity to recognise the extraordinary 

contribution to Marist life in the Pacific 

made by the novitiate at Lomeri. It was with 

great foresight and wisdom, and not without 

substantial risk, that the combined novitiate 

was set up twenty five years ago. Since then 

it has been responsible for forming our young polynesian, 

Micronesian, and Melanesian Brothers to serve right across the 

Pacific from Western Samoa to Papua New Guinea. These young men have 

had the advantage of receiving appropriate and solid religious 

formation in such a way that it may be effectively inculturated by 

and for themselves. In addition they have enjoyed the opportunity to 

interact closely with those of neighbouring cultures. 

My congratulations to both the formators and the novices who have 

blessed Lomeri by their presence since 1971. 

Michael Hill FMS 

Provincial 

Marist Brothers Sydney Province 
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.. ------------------------.. ~GES:------

A Message from Brother Jim JoDey 

Dear Friends, 

I write to congratulate those formators, 
formatees . and others who have been part of 
the Pacific Novitiate, Lomeri, over the last 
twenty five years. This entre of Formation 
has played a significant role in the 
development and growth of the Marist Brothers 
in the Pacific Region. In recent times this 
involvement has spread to India through the 
acceptance of candidates from that Sector of 
the Marist World. Thus, from very humble 
beginnings the Pacific Novitiate now plays 
a very significant role in the initial 
formation of our young men from this part of 
the world. "Lomeri" is a great example of 
collaboration between Provinces and Districts 
for the Marist Institute. 

The Province of Melbourne has welcomed the 
opportunity to be part of the development of the Pacific Novitiate 
in a number of different ways: through its involvement on the Pacific 
Novitiate Council, with financial support and with the appointment 
of personnel. Our contribution through Des Howard's role as Novice 
Master for six years has been a significant one. It is most 
appropriate that Br Des will be present for the Silver Jubilee 
Celebrations and to receive the first vows of the Brothers from the 
District of PNG/SI on this occasion. 

Our Brothers who have replaced regular staff over the Christmas 
period from time to time have been enriched by the warmth of the 
welcome and hospitality from the Novices and the Brothers of the Fiji 
District. For them it has been a privilege to assist in this small 
way. 

I congratulate the current members of the staff, the Novices and the 
Brothers of the Fiji District in this Silver Jubilee year of the 
Pacific Novitiate. ·The growth of the Marist Mission in this region 
is a wonderful sign of hope to the world and I pray that it will 
continue for many years to come. May Jesus, Mary and Marcellin watch 
over the Novitiate and its community in the years ahead. 

God bless. 

Jim Jolley 
Provincial 
Marist Brothers Melbourne Province 
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............................ --mSTORY-------

LOMERI 

mSTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Lomeri is a Catholic Mission 
station situated some 56 
kilometres from Suva. The 
station was first built on a 
saddle between two hills but was 
later moved and is now down on 
the sea shore. It is difficult 
to find the real reason for the 
re-siting of the Mission. It was 
rumoured that the hill site was 
cut off from the sea breeze (the 
t4~e wind) but we have not been 
able to find any substance in 
.his. Brothers who have spent 
s~ considerable time exploring 
the area, claim that there is a 
breeze there and this is also 
the experience of a Marist Lay
Brother, Brother Anthony, who 
some years ago spent more than 
a year there making bricks, a 
project of Archbishop Foley's. 
Older priests in Fiji, Brother 
Anthony (mentioned above) and 
some of the oldest Fijians 
living in the nearby villages 
say that the only access in 
early days was by sea; all 
provisions came by sea and had 
to be carried round the edge of 
the swamp and up the hill, some 
distance. The Fijians suggested 
that the area along the shore be 
reclaimed, and that the Church 
and Presbytery be built there, 
thus bringing them closer to the 
village, which was itself on the 
sea-shore. Quite a considerable 
area was reclaimed. The filling 
used was sand, and the Fijians 
supplied the labour. This seems 
the most reliable account of the 
move from the hill to the sea 
shore. 
Some years later, the date not 
precisely known, a convent was 
built and a primary school 
begun. The SMSM sisters were 
there before the Sisters of St. 
Joseph de Cluny, a Pontifical 
Congregation like our own. The 

latter were there from 1932 to 
1960. The whole complex of 
buildings - Church, presbytery, 
convent and school were on the 
flat and the Sisters looked 
after the priest (cooking, 
laundry, sacristy, etc) as well 
as teaching and looking after 
the boarders. Some time after 
they left, their present holiday 
house would have been 
purchased. 

LOCAL TRAINING 
The question of local training 
for Fiji and Samoa had been 
spoken of in the past but it was 
only in recent years (since the 
Council) that it received 
urgency. Still further impetus 
was given to the idea at the 
General Chapter. Thus a sui table 
location was investigated - a 
place near to a Mission or 
parish; near to a school; close 
to some other community of 
Marist Brothers. 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH ARCHBISHOP 
PEARCE 
One of the earliest suggestions 
as a suitable location for a 
Novitiate was Lomeri. It was a 
little far from Suva at the time 
but favourable considerations 
were that there was already a 
primary school operating there; 
there were two priests on the 
mission; the mission owned a 
considerable area of land - over 
300 acres and it was thought 
that the Archbishop would 
probably sell to the Brothers at 
a very reasonable price. 
When the Archbishop was first 
approached in 1968, he readily 
agreed to make land available if 
The Brothers were sure that they 
wanted to go ahead with the idea 
of a Novitiate •. Moreover , he 
said that there would be no 
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---------------msroRV----
question of 
payment for 
the land. He 
pointed out 
that he would 
have to 
.consul t wi th 
the Council 
both about 
making the 
1 and 
available and 
making a gift 
of it. 
I nth e 
meantime, 
s eve r a 1 
visits were 
made to 
Lomeri by 
different 
Brothers. 
Discussions 
were had with 
Fr. Shivnan 
SM, the local 
pastor and 
with Father Carde , the curate. 
The latter was quite 
enthusiastic. The former was a 
very good friend of the Brothers 
and · said that he was anxious 
that the brothers should not 
make a mistake. He did suggest 
that the Brothers look over the 
property thoroughly. 
A reply came from the Archbishop 
in November, 1968. In a letter 
dated 8th November, 1968, the 
Archbishop wrote: 

"This matter (site for 
Novitiate) was put before the 
Archdiocesan Council at ~ 
meeting held on Thursday, 7th 
November, 1968, and the 
consulters agreed to the 
proposal that 60 acres of land 
be made available for Novitiate 
and Training Centre and that an 
acre be made available on the 
beach to provide recreational 
facilities for the Brothers. The 
speci.fic details with regard to 
boundaries, terms of occupancy, 
etc, can be worked out later 
when you inspect the property 
and roughly mark out what you 

want. However, when doing so, I 
think care should be taken to 
arrange the boundaries in such 
a way so that both the property 
to be occupied by the Marist 
Brothers and the property of the 
Lomeri Parish should have 
adequate frontage to the public 
road. 
I trust this general agreement 
to your proposal will prove 
satisfactory to you and to your 
Provincial. " (Letter to Br. 
Placid. ) 
The Archbishop was again visited 
on Monday 23rd February, 1970, 
and the Brothers found him very 
friendly and favourably disposed 
towards them. It seemed that 
they should act soon, as things 
were beginning to move at 
Lomeri. News had been published 
of fund raising for the purpose 
of building a Junior Secondary 
School at Lomeri. It would be 
well if negotiations for land 
were completed before 
developments progressed too far. 



----------------------------~RY ...... · 
LQPIIRI 
As far as Lomeri itself was 
concerned, the first reaction 
WAS against the hill site, since 
the land in front of it was 
swampy and it was some distance 
back from the road. Scarcely any 
earthworks would be involved if 
the Brothers buil t on the 
seashore and the water system 
and the electricity plant of the 
mission would be available to 
them, at least at the beginning. 
A change of opinioe came about 
with time, discussion and 
development of the area. The 
Brothers who visited the 
Novitiate of the Marist Fathers' 
Brothers at Tutu on the island 
of Taveuni were most favourably 
impressed with the way the 
Marist Fathers had developed the 
land and built there. 
Bxperts in land and road 

development assured tbe 
Brothers that the BWaJIPY land 
could easily be drained, and .s 
soon as this was done, tbe wbole 
look of the place WQuld be 
improved. Bxpedition. of 
Brothers and boys would be able 
to do much good work by cutting 
grass and scrub, an~ thL. would 
greatly improve the appearance 
of the place. A road would have 
to be put in to the building 
site, but good contacts in the 
P.W.D. would be helpful. 

F'URTllBR DBYBLOPIfEB'1S 
1. The government was putting 
in a new road from Suva to Nadi. 
It had already been surveyed and 
work was to begin very soon. 
This road would cut acrOBS the 
Lomeri Mission seaside flat, 
cutting right through the middle 
of their playing field, and 

••• to this 
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----------------msrORY----
would greatly reduce the area 
between road and sea. 
2. There were definite plans 
for almost immediate building of 
a Junior High School on the 
other side of the Church from 
the present primary school 
buildings. 
3. The new road would be a 
more direct route to Lomeri, 
reducing the distance 
con~iderably, and removing the 
objections of isolation. 
4 • Around the Deuba area (some 
5 miles on the Suva side of 
Lomeri, big developments were 
being planned, and a sizeable 
town was bound to grow there, 
while the town of Navua another 
few miles closer to Suva would 
also grow in importance. 

POINTS IN FAVOUR OF THE HILLSITE 
1. It is secluded without 
being iSO.lated. The road will 
become a busy road, and in years 
to come, a noisy one. 
2. The elevated nature of the 
site makes it very desirable. 
3. The land around this place 
is fertile and the buildings 
would be close to gardens and 
plantations. 
4. The drained flat in front 
of the hill would provide an 
excellent recreational area as 
well as an excellent plantation. 
5. The water supply for the 
mission comes from a spring near 
the site and a stream runs round 
the back of the hill as well, so 
there should be no lack of 
water. 

GENERAL 
There is an ever widening gap 
between the people of the 
country areas and those of the 
city and larger towns. It seemed 
desirable that our Brothers in 
Training should experience 
living in both situations, and 
this could be brought about by 
building the Novitiate at 
Lomeri. Those training there 
would still be close enough to 
Suva to take advantage of 

courses offered there. The local 
Mission school ru~ning from 
Primers to Form fo"r would give 
plenty of scope for Catechetical 
work or any other work connected 
with school. The nearby villages 
would give scope for 
catechetical work of a different 
type, and of contact with 
village life in a pastoral 
sense. 

MORE RECENT HISTORY 
And so it was that the 
construction of the Novitiate 
began in 1970, and while the 
work continued in 1971, the 
Novitiate progralllme began in the 
holiday house of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Cluny. Brothers 
Theophane Brailley, Novicemaster 
and Canute Olsen were the first 
staff members, with eight young 
men, of whom Julian Pinonas 
continues today. The others who 
continue today from the first 
four groups, totalling 31 
postulants are Herman Boyek 
(PNG-SI), Paulo Guibreteau and 
Lario Damudamu (Fiji). Felix 
Koneana (PNG-SI), passed away on 
30 January, 1996. 

Clement McGougan, Novicemaster, 
and Michael Brown took charge in 
1975, after studying together at 
EAPI in Manila. Des Howard 
replaced Michael in 1976. 

Fergus Garrett replaced Clement 
in 1977. Later Edwin 
Meresinihinua, (SI), and Edward 
Danielson (Samoa) joined the 
team. There were no entrants in 
1981, the year that all the 
sectors began their postulancy 
projects. 

In 1982 the Novicemaster was Des 
Howard, who had spent much time 
in Manila and Chicago preparing 
for his task. 

In 1986 
over 

Joseva Wara, who took 
in 86-87, guided 9 

8 of whom were novices, 
professed. 
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.. --------------------------~RY ...... · 
The next team, Barry Burns and 
Prank Bough began their task in 
1988. Many of their proteges 
continue with us, including the 
fi r st I-Kiribati Brothers, and 
the first of our novices from 
India. 
Brother Iulio succeeded Br. 
Barry as Novicemaster in 1994 , 
and that same year they were 
joined by Br. Richard Dunleavey, 
fresh from his stint as a 
General Councillor. 

Brother Frank f i nished his work 
at the Novitia t e at the end of 
1995. The present team with 
Brother Iulio are Brothers 
Clarence Cunningham and Colgan 
Taylor (Aus ) and Tim Leen (NZ). 

Lomeri SHYer Jubilee 12 



Fiji 

Br. Isireli vakaidina 

Br. Laconia Karoda_ 
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A walkathon was 
organised by the 
Marist Brothers, 
while Brother 
Pastor Paul Scott 
was Provincial, 
to raise funds to 
build a Novitiate 
in Fiji. Paul 
Gleeson provided 
the basic plan 
and the creative 
expertise to 
implement and 
bring to fruition 
the co-operative 
venture. Some 
truly key 
principles 
ensured the 
success of this 
outreach to and 
through our 
Marist Schools. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

A basic kit of how to 
organise and operate a 
Walkathon was offered to 
each participating school 
which volunteered to be 
involved. The implement
ation of the kit was the 
responsibility of the 
local leadership and each 
school was free to be as 
creative and innovative as 
they wished. 

The walkathon was timed 
for 7 March, a Saturday, 
and all schools walked on 
the same day. A statement 
of unity and solidarity. 
The Brothers in Samoa and 
Fiji had different dates. 

The initial goal was to 
raise $50,000.00 Paul 

4. 

5. 

STRIDEOUT'71 --

Gleeson met witrh the 
Provincial Council to sell 
the project and the goal 
was raised to $100,000.00. 

One key to eventual 
success was the invitation 
to other groups to join in 
the project, to part of 
the organisational plan 
and buy into the venture 
on a 60/40 basis - 60% for 
FMS and 40% for each group 
participating. Two and a 
half million people ' walked 
or were involved. 

Paul Gleeson and Helen, 
his fiancee, ensured the 
success of this 
international event. There 
was six months preparation 
and six months follow-up. 
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6. 

They received no monetary 
reward or stipend. Theirs 
was a genuine commitment 
to the Marist Brothers and 
their miss i.onary presence 
for the less privileged 
people of Fiji and Samoa. 
Helen and Paul continue to 
show a deep loyalty and 
genuine commitment to all 
things Marist as evidenced 
by their mutual service to 
Sacred Heart College over 
many years. 

Through the commitment of 
Helen and Paul and the co
operation and dedication 
of the Brothers and 
friends and benefactors, 
STRIDEOUT raised 
$170,000.00 gross for 
$120,000.00 profit. 
Brothers Paul Scott, 
Theophane Brailley, Gerard 
Fitzpatrick (RIP), Cyril 
Pender, were invol ved in 
the planning and building 
of Lomeri as a Formation 
Centre for theFMS in the 
Pacific. 

Given that this year, 1996, 
commemorates 25 years - SILVER 
JUBILEE - of STRIDEOUT, it was 
suggested that it was fitting 
and appropriate to affiliate 
Helen and Paul Gleeson to the 
Hew Zealand Province of the 
~rist Brothers, in recognition 
of their commitment to the 
Marist Brothers and their 
mission in the Pacific. 

The following is an extract from 
the September 1996 issue of the 
MARIST NEffS: 

"The affiliaton of Paul and 
Helen Gleeson took place on 15th 
August 1996 at St. Paul's 
Co~ege in the presence of a 
good number of Brothers and 
members of the Gleeson family. 
Brother Marcel began the evening 
by presenting both Paul and 

STRIDEOUT '71 

Helen with strings of Pacific 
Island beads to remind them and 
others present that the result 
of Strideout was the building of 
the Novitiate at Lomeri which 
has educated young men from many 
Pacific Island countries to 
become Marist Brothers and 
teachers in those very 
countries. 

The prayer service that followed 
was aimed at honouring Mary on 
this important feast day and 
linked devotion to Mary with the 
founding and progress of the 
Institute. 

There were presentations of a 
candle and an ornamental 
tortoise (a horizontal version 
of the upright tortoise used in 
the Strideout logo) and then 
Brother Henry presented them 
with the Affiliation Plaque. 
Brother Paul Scott then 
addressed the gathering with a 
brief account of the work done 
through Strideout by Paul 
Gleeson and paid tribute to 
Paul's efforts that were so 
successful in raising money to 
build the Novitiate." 

-Tr.!ppa-
The w~IkathoD logo 
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IMAGES OF STRIDEOUT 

Lomeri Silver Jubilee 16 



STRIDEOUT ---

18,000 IN STRIDEOUf 

College Director May Earn $1700 

The man who is to be director of the Marist Brothers' teachers' 
training College in Fiji, Brother Theophane, will receive $1700 for 
his college if he walks 20 miles in the Stride-out 71 on Sunday, 

Stride-out 71 is a campaign 
to raise $100,000 to build the 
training college in Fiji. 
Walkers have been sponsored at 
a set rate a mile by 
individuals, clubs and 
businesses. More than 18,000 
Aucklanders will take part, 
according to the organiser, Mr 
P.J. Gleeson. 

Walks will also be held in Fiji, 
Samoa, Rome, Washington, Paris 
and Switzerland. 

In Fiji, the Prime 
Minister, Ratu Sir Kamisese 
Mara, a Marist old boy, and his 
entire Cabinet will be walking. 

N.Z. Herald 3/3/71 
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BR THEOPIIANE --

BROTHER 'I'HEOPHANE REMEMBERS ••• 

house. The whole thing 
was done very 
thoroughly. Father 

Right from the time I 
was Provincial I was 
concerned about the 
Pacific Islanders 
coming to New Zealand 
for their training, 
away from their 
culture, their food 
and their climate, as 
well as English being 
for them a second 
language. I was 
suggesting it was 
about time we did our 
formation for the 
islands in Fiji, and 
suggesting that we 
should contact the 
Australian Provinces 
and see how they felt 
about it as well. 

Br. Theophane Brailley 

Hannan was the 
arc h d i 0 c e san 
Chancellor at the 
time, and saw to it 
that the property was 
properly surveyed and 
the pegs put in. While 
that was going on, 
since we already had 
the permission of the 
Archbishop, we had 
started working down 
there. I remember 
taking Brothers Hilary 
and Quentin, and some 
of the other Brothers, 
and going through the 

When I came to Fij i I was asked 
first of all to replace Brother 
Placid as acting Principal of 
High school, because he was 
going on his Second Novitiate, 
so that's what I did in 1970, 
and during that time we 
investigated the possibility of 
a place in Fiji. We had 
tentatively settled on Lomeri, 
but it wasn't altogether 100% 
favoured. Br. Raphael,. for 
example, was never in 

swamp and along the 
hillside, and they 

were not impressed at all, 
wondering why we wanted to go in 
behind a swamp to build a 
Novitiate, but they couldn't 
speak highly enough of it later 
on when they came back. 

During 1970, along with Fergus, 
we used to come down each 
weekend with a gang of boys. We 
did this for a good part of the 
year, and as the year went on, 

favour of Lomeri, r-----=----------=-__ -----
because he already 
had a place in mind 
in Tailevu, which 
really wasn't very 
satisfactory, but the 
majority favoured 
Lomeri, so I made the 
contact with 
Archbishop Pierce who 
was favourably 
disposed towards us 
and he was prepared 
to give us a piece of 
Lomeri property as 
long as we used it 
for a Novitiate, and 
also a little section 
on the beach where we 
could in the fu ture L=:......:::..::=---.::.c:iW;ys]:;t-;;;;-~;ifdciY~~:;;~~~--J 
build a holiday Cluny sisters' nO.L~ICla} 

site of fi r st Novitiate 
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we would bring a busload, stay 
the night, and work there. We 
got a local bulldozer, owned by 
a Mr Singh, and we felled medium 
sized trees, and made a kind of 
a bridge, across the swamp so 
that the bulldozer could get 
across to dry land on the other 
side, because it was really 
quite a deep swamp in those 
days. From there they cut out 
part of the hill and brought it 
back . and gradually made the 
road. 

In the meantime 
Brothers and boys went 
ahead cutting down tQe 
trees, making culverts, 
so that the bulldozer 
could continue to work. 
McManus, of McManus and 
Bradley did the 
planning and the 
architectural work .. The 
Brothers were fully 
involved with 
discussing the 
possibilities of where 
the buildings .could go, 
and so on. The part 
where the visitors ' 
rooms are was lowered 
about 6 feet, and the 

somewhere to live. My sister, 
who was Provincial of the 
Sisters of Cluny at the time, 
talked with her sisters and made 
the suggestion that we could use 
their holiday house for the 
year. So it was that we were 
able to start in 1971, while the 
building, which had begun in 
1970, was still going on. By 
1971 the road was in, and trucks 
could take supplies up to the 
site. Just at the top corner 
there was a shed built for the 
workers where they stayed for 

the whole week. We 
used to go up and 
help with the work 
when it was 
necessary, but mostly 
the . work we did in 
that first year was 
the . landscaping of 
the site. At the same 
time, Deuba was 
beginning, and we 
were able to make use 
of the very big 
nursery there. They 
were building that 
rock causeway out 
from the hotel, and 
we were able to get a 
lot of stones from 

spill pushed to the 
side, to make the area 
as wide as it is now, 
and that roadway round 

Br. canute olsen 
that quarry, and use 
them to build those 
flower boxes by the 

the back was put in also. It was 
obvious we couldn ' t live up 
there with the work going round 
us. 

Walter Bryson, who was a well 
known builder for the mission, 
seemed to be the best one whom 
we could get. The money was 
handled by Lambert in Suva but 
Wal ter Bryson was the man to 
hire and fire, and paid the men, 
having full control. Once we got 
underway, Father Wall, who at 
the time had the Brothers of St. 
Joseph with him, did all the 
electrical work. He was an 
expert electrician, and put in 
the generators as well. While 
that was going on we had to have 

steps, and also for 
the general work we did in 
beautifying the place. 

Canute and I started together, 
and we tried to make February 
2nd the beginning date. Canute 
was tremendous. He was a 
marvellous cook, a great 
organiser, able to get things on 
very much reduced terms and he 
had friends allover the place. 
He did a tremendous job at 
Lomeri. I managed to get someone 
in New Zealand to give us a 
tractor with a front end loader. 
That machine did a huge amount 
of work. All the soil from under 
the mango trees was taken by 
Canute, and it was rich loam, 
years of compost. All the 
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gardens around were filled with 
that soil by Canute. Sand was 
brought up from the beach, and 
broken coral was taken from the 
beach, so there were coral paths 
right through the nursery. All 
that coral, the sand, and the 
soil, was all collected by 
Canute. While I would be working 
in the nursery in the afternoon, 
(we worked ever y afternoon) he 
would be out working on that 
tractor and he did a marvellous 
job. 

I must say he complained, and I 
think rightly so, that I was 
neglecting a little bit the 

Br. 

study, because I was doing what 
I thought Champagnat would be 
doing, trying to build a place 
so we could live in it, while 
not neglecting the study 
totally. So we did a big lot of 
work, and not infrequently we 
did a full day, especially with 
teitei work. We also had the 
hillsides cleared of the rushes, 
and I felt i t was helpful too in 
picking out the young fellows 
who loved work, and those 
perhaps not so inclined to work 
hard. Canute was the one to go 
into town to get the s upplies. 
For a while I was asked by the 
Archbishop to take the Cathedral 
Choir. I used to come i n for a 

practice on Tuesday night, and 
then go back to Lomeri at night. 
I would then come .in again early 
Sunday morning for the 10 
o'clock mass, and come straight 
back for lunch at Lomeri. The 
Archbishop had after all helped 
us, so I felt it only right that 
I should help him when asked. 
Brother Othmar, who was 
Provincial of Sydney at the 
time, was a marvellous 
supporter, not just in words, 
but in goods, such a books for 
tne library. I think he is still 
very very sure that Lomeri was 
a good move, and he was 100% 
behind it. I think you could say 

that the Provincials of 
Australia have been very 
supportive. The Provincials 
of New Zealand have also 
been supportive all along. 
During 1971 we did a lot of 
work, but also, through the 
good services of Pastor and 
Anselm, the Strideout 71 was 
organised, and we all took 
part in that. 

In the meantime the building 
was going on, but it was 
obvious we wouldn't be able 
to move in complet.ely in 
1971, and on her visitation 
to Fiji, my Sister, Sister 
Margaret, came up with her 
Sisters, and invited us to 
stay on in 1972 until we 

were ready to move up. They also 
donated to us the piano that is 
still there. So before we left 
we had a special plaque made, to 
stay in the house, with the 
thanks of the Marist Brothers, 
recognising that convent as our 
first Novitiate building in 
Fiji. 

During that first year while we 
were down on the beach, . we had 
a visit from Cyprian, who came 
up on behalf of the Provincial 
Council, to see how things were 
going, and at that time we took 
him on a boat trip up the Navua 
River. We also had a visit from 
Br. Hugh Graham on his way home 
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from overseas, and he was most 
impressed with the idea that we 
didn't have a formula, that we 
were learning as we were going, 
and that things were flexible. 
Pastor came on his visitation as 
well. 

One of the events that really 
stands out in my mind was 
Hurricane Bebe. (see separate 
newsletter) I have never had 
anything like it before. Ratu 
Mara described it as the most 
in~ensive and extensive 
hurricane in living memory, at 
that stage. 

The official opening of the 
Novitiate took place towards the 
end of 72, and we had Pastor 
there, Anselm, and also Mr Paul 
Gleeson and his wife. The 
organiser from Wellington, Mr 
Jack Darragh, also came up. The 
official opening was done with 
a full official welcome to the 
Archbishop. The local people 
performed the ceremony, and it 
was obvious how important this 
event was to them. The 
representative from the 
Government was Ratu William 
Toganivalu. Many hundreds of 
people came, and we had a big 
mass, using the overhang of the 
verandah, with the people in the 
open area. The local people 
helped with the catering, but 
Canute himself was quite capable 
of feeding thousands, and he 
really was in charge of all that 
area. I paid tribute to him 
again that night at the speech 
I made, for the amount of work -
painting, landscaping, state of 

the grounds, all the cooking ••• 
as scripture says, a man helped 
by his Brothers is like a strong 
castle. So that opening was a 
big event for us. 

Strideout was a big event for 
us, and we had some of the most 
important people in Fiji on our 
Committee; Sir Vijay Singh, for 
example, and quite a number of 
others. The walk was planned to 

go through as much built up area 
as possible. It was the first 
walkathon ever of course, in 
Fiji, and now it's week after 
week after week. We finished it 
in Sukuna Park. We needed the 
support, and though there was 
some criticism, the support was 
there. 

Every Saturday afternoon at 
Lomeri we went for a walk, and 
anyone who wanted to come with 
me, would take a bush knife, and 
we would walk through the bush. 
Once we planned a visit to the 
upper Navua River. Canute took 
us in the van to the end of the 
Road, and I went with the young 
men through the bush to the 
Navua River, with the Catechist 
leading the way. It took us a 
long time to get there, and we 
had to zigzag down a very steep 
hillside to the River. We stayed 
with the Catechist in his house 
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that night. In the afternoon he 
took the young men and cut down 
bamboo, with which they made two 
'bilibilis'. The next morning we 
started at eight o'clock in the 
morning, floating down the 
river. He wouldn't let us go on 
our own. He was the pilot in 
one, and a relative in the 
other. We went down past the 
various villages. We had a stop 
at Namuamua where the school is, 
just . to meet the people for a 
few minutes. It was a glorious 
ride down the river, and we 
arrived at the landing, just 
above the old bridge 
at about 5 o'clock in 
the afternoon, and 
there was Canute 
waiting in the van. We 
let the Bilibilis go 
( H . M. S. No Come Back) , 
and came home, and 
that was a great 
experience for the 
young men, and 
certainly for me. 

is a tribute to him. I took the 
design from a chapel that I had 
seen in Switzerland. While I was 
in Spain I visited the "Prado" 
a big art gallery, and got, 
through the good offices of the 
Madrid Provincial, quite a lot 
of copies of famous paintings of 
Our Lady, and they were hung 
around the walls of the building 
until the sunlight on them made 
them fade. You could definitely 
say that a chapter of Lomeri 
belongs to Cyril. The novices 
used to love working with him. 
He was full of jokes, and he 

even worked out in the 
sun in the middle of 
the day! He also built 
all those little rock 
gardens on the right 
hand .side as Y-GU come 
up. He had all sorts of 
other little ideas. He 
did work on the 
screens, . he did a lot 
of painting work and he 
did so· many odd jobs, 
it would be impossible 
to enumerate them all, 
so I certainly pay 
great tribute to him. 

I would like to pay 
tribute to Cyril. 
Walter Bryson had 
always been subject to 
diabetes and towards 
the end of the work he 
was admitted to the 
C.W.M .. What remained 
to be done was the 
rest of the rooms at 

Br. cryril Pender 

I remember going to 
Bishop Mataca, as he 
was then, and telling 
him what I planned for 
the altar to get his 

the end of the main 
accommodation block and then the 
chapel. In the meantime Br. 
Pastor (now Paul) arranged for 
Br. Cyril to come acros.s and 
continue on with the work that 
Walter had been doing. Cyril was 
responsible principally for the 
chapel and he added his own 
ideas with regard to marrying it 
in with the rest of the building 
and also anchoring it back by 
stages into the hill, so if 
there was a slide, the building 
wouldn't go, just the soil in 
front, and it could be rebuilt. 
In his typical enthusiastic and 
energetic way he did a 
marvellous job in a very short 
time. I think that the chapel 

okay for it. I wanted 
it xo be Pacific, something 
built on the rock mountains, 
that would signify the type of 
country in the Pacifi~. I wanted 
it to have a yaqona bowl, a 
tanoa, to represent the cup, 
and I wanted it to have a yaka 
table in the shape of a banana 
leaf, to represent the type of 
table cloth that was used in .the 
Pacific Islands. He thought it 
was a good idea, so I went ahead 
with that, but we never actually 
got to having the top shaped 
like the banana leaf. 

Brother Paulo deserves 
special mention for the 
decorations of the chapel. The 
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stations of the crOSB were 
shaped like fans, in traditional 
tapa patterns and colours; in 
fact everything that he did had 
a meaning. The iectern has God 
the Father, the Trinity, the 
Holy Spirit coming down, and has 
the Apostles gathered round 
receiving the Word. Paulo did a 
very good job culturally. 

On one occasion, while Canute 
was away in New Zealand, I took 
the novices and postulants on a 
trip around Vanua Levu with the 
thought of trying to look for 
vocations, and it was also a 
chance for the young men 
themselves to give an account of 
themselves to the people. We did 
this in three or four places. In 
Nabala we were there at the time 
Lario was working there as a 

Blessing by Archbishop Pearce 

carpenter. One of the Fijian 
Brothers spoke, and I also 
spoke, and we invited anyone who 
was interested to come and see 
me later. Lario at that stage 
was a spokesman for a number of 
them, giving the impression that 

they were young men who would 
like to become Marist Brothers 
but they never had sufficient 
education. Many of them had had 
to leave school after class 
eight because of the rest of the 
family coming along had to go to 
school and they had to earn some 
money for that. Four of them 
came to me the following day 
about the possibility of coming 
to Lomeri, and three of them 
eventually came to Lomeri, 
including Lario. 

From there we moved to Kanakana, 
where we stayed the best part of 
a week, and after that we stayed 
at Napuka, where we weren't yet 
established, and from there we 
moved on to another village near 
the Natuvu landing. Whereever we 
went the young men gave a little 
bit of entertainment, and they 
received entertainment as well. 
It was a tremendous educational 
experience for the young men, 
especiarly those from outside of 
Fiji. 

I have already said that the 
programme was very fluid. We 
wanted to give them the basics 
of spiritual life, the main 
emphasis being on prayer and the 
Constitutions and on the life of 
the Founder. Neither of us had 
had preparation for this kind of 
work, and that's why I 
recommended that whoever was 
going to follow me went and did 
a course of some sort. I suppose 
the Holy Spirit worked, because 
there were some who started at 
the beginning who are still 
going. 

Picnics were always a feature of 
Novitiate life. We often went 
down to the Point, some way past 
Galoa, where the first priest is 
buried, or down to Man Friday, 
which at the time was in 
disrepair, but there is a 
beautiful beach there, right 
alongside the Man Friday Resort. 
We quite often went out in the 
boat that Brother Bertrand and 

Lomeri SilYer Jubilee 23 



---------------- BR'I1IDJftIANE--

( 

Official Launching of wLoloma 1 w 

Sylvester, with their jubilee 
money, enabled us to build. It 
was built at Lomeri by a 
carpenter from Lami who was 
wor~ing on the building itself. 
Thi's was a very solid boat 
(Loloma I), powered by a 40 
horsepower Mercury engine, and 
we went out to the 
main reef very often. 
In fact there were a 
lot of fishing 
expeditions. 
We did have visitors 
coming, including the 
families of the 
Brothers, and that 
was the reason for 
putting in the extra 
rooms, so that 
families coming from 
any distance would 
have somewhere to 
stay. 

In conclusion I lIIU.t .ay 
again that we have alway. 
been well supported by the 
Provincials, and while 
there may have been doubt. 
in the minds of Sa.8, the 
young men who went through 
Lomeri spoke very .trongly 
in favour of Lageri. In ., 
mind, it is a good idea 
that people .hould g.t out 
of their country for a 
while, and rub .houlder. 
with other people. That'. 
why I'. very pl.a.ed that 
our young men are at 
Manila. I'. sure that tho •• 
young men who caae fro. 
Papua New Guinea, the 
Solomons, Western Sa.oa, 
Tonga, and more lately, 
Kiribati, India and 
vanuatu, can be very 
grateful that they have a 

place like Lomeri, where they 
can meet people from other 
countries, rub shoulders, lock 
horns with them, rub one 
another'. corner~ off «nd leara 
a lot to broaden their outlook 
on things. 

, 
,. - i · - -

1971 group with BrB canute and Theophane 
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Building Progress 

CONGRATULATIONS, LOMERI NOVITIATE!! LET US CELEBRATE WITH 
THANKSGIVING TO OUR GOD FOR mE GIFTS OF OUR FOUNDER, BLESSED 
MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT AND ALL HIS MEN WHOSE WORK AMONG THE 
PEOPLES HAS CONTINUED TO BEAR mE DESIRED FRUITS. 

MAY THE GOOD GOD WHO NURTURED YOU DURING THESE 25 YEARS 
CONTINUE TO BLESS AND PROVIDE YOU ALWAYS WITH THE SAME GIFTS OF 
LOVE, GUIDANCE AND PROTECTION. 

STUDENTS, STAFF"{ PARENTS 
MARIST BROTHERS HIGH SCHOOL 
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A letter from Brother Theopbane foUowing Hurricane Debe. 

Dear Brothers, 

Hurricane Bebe has come and 
gone, killing eighteen people 
and leaving in its wake a trail 
of destruction that rendered 
thousands of people homeless and 
hungry, and faced with the 
herculean task of repa~r~ng 
damage to houses, plantations 
and property, and the Government 
with the difficult prospect of 
spending large sums ' of money 
restoring services, roads and 
bridges, as well as caring for 
the people, especially in the 
rural areas. 

Realising that, you will be 
wondering how we have fared. I 
thought I would send an account 
of the hurricane, as we 
experienced it'; but first let me 
say that, thanks be to God, we 
came through it safe and 
unharmed, and the buildings were 
undamaged. 

Monday, October 23rd, was 
a very windy and blustery day 
and hurricane warnings came over 
the radio at frequent intervals. 
By nightfall the winds had 
becOMe very strong and gusty and 
it was evident that we were in 
for a real blow, During the 
night, heavy driving rain poured 
down without a break, and before 
long the wind was at gale force. 
It whipped the roofing iron off 
the two small sheds we had for 
washing sand and fabricating the 
steel for the buildings. In the 
early hours of the morning we 
were out, drenched to the skin, 
lashing down the roof, stacking 
concrete blocks on the ends of 
the roofs of each of the 
buildings, collecting all loose 
sheets of roofing iron and 
weighting them down. After 
breakfast We spent a couple of 
hours securing all building 
materials, stacking away in the 
basement. of the buildings all 
further 1008e objects, clearing 
the drains that were beginning 

to flood and passing more 
concrete blocks up to the roof 
- fortunately we had a plentiful 
supply of blocks. The living 
quarters of the workmen were 
also braced and made more 
secure. The workers themselves 
moved into the main building and 
camped in the Common Room. 

By midday the gardens were 
flooded, the air was full of 
flying leaves and the first of 
the trees began to go. Early in 
the afternoon one end of the 
roof on the accommodation 
building began to lift and a 
hardy Postulant from Papua New 
Guinea scrambled up an iron 
standard onto the roof and in 
between gusts of wind nailed 
down the roof section and 
stacked more concrete blocks 
that we passed up to him. At 
times he had to flatten himself 
on the roof and .hang on to the 
ridges of ',the roofing. It was a 
relief to see ,him come safely 
down again. A couple of drain 
pipes had blown loose and had 1::"0 
be secured with ropes; then all 
we could do was remain inside 
and await developments, with 
occasional forays to clear 
drains and prevent flooding of 
the basements. 

Shortly after noon, radio 
Fiji gave warning that the 
centre of the hurricane was 
close to Nadi, travelling at 15 
knots in a south easter ly 
direction (towards us) with 
winds up to 140 knots. It warned 
that contact with Nadi, the main 
weather office for Fiji, might 
be lost during the afternoon. 
This did happen and from then on 
the weather news came to us 
through Radio New Zealand. 

At Lomeri the hurricane 
reached its height between 7.00 
and 11.00 that night. It was 
then that the real damage was 
done in the Navua, Lomeri and 
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Galoa area. During the evening, 
secure in the solidly built 
common room, we played scrabble, 
monopoly and cards and listened 
to the radio; then at 10.00, 
after some supper, we went off 
to bed, if not to sleep. Just 
before midnight there was a 
sudden calm that l~sted about an 
hour; then the wind rose again 
and from 1.30 to 2.30 screamed 
around us with frightening 
force. After that time it 
gradually lessened; the 
hurricane was past us and there 
was only a strong wind blowing. 

As we began to take stock 
of our situation, we were 
grateful to see that there was 
no real damage to the buildings. 
The grounds and plantations 
however, were a 
shambles. 
Hundreds of 
trees and 
shrubs had 
f all en. 
Bamboos, banana 
trees and 
plantation 
crops had been 
flattened and 
trees still 
standing had 
lost all their 
leaves and the 
branches were 
blackened, as 
if a bush fire 
had swept 
through. The 
grounds looked 
bare and bleak. 
We spent the 
morning with cane knives, 
cutting up and clearing the 
fallen trees on and near the 
driveway, and then during the 
afternoon went to see how others 
had fared, ready to give what
ever help was needed. It was 
then we realised how fortunate 
we had been. The worst hit area 
was probably the village of 
Galoa, which is just down the 
road from us. Practically all 
the houses in the village had 
been destroyed. Many coconut 

trees and large mango trees had 
been blown over, one of the 
latter falling on the Chinese 
shop. Very high seas had swept 
right through the village and we 
were told that the water had 
been waist high. People took 
shelter in the few European 
style houses, which had 
withstood the hurricane. It will 
take a long time to clear the 
debris and rebuild the bures. 
The Mission buildings came 
through undamaged but the two 
teachers' houses were 
demolished. Trees are down all 
over the place and the seas 
which came right across the road 
to a depth of two feet left 
piles of rubbish and sand 
behind. 

Right down the coasl to the 
Navua River trees were uprooted, 
houses severely damaged and sea 
frontages severely gouged out. 
Telephone wires were broken and 
tangled, many iron posts being 
badly bent, some of them in a 
half circle. The Navua river was 
in high flood. It burst its bank 
in three places, flooding large 
areas of river flats and 
drowning hundreds of cattle. The 
only bridge across the river was 
completely shorn off - more than 



270 feet of it. The approach to 
the Deuba bridge was also washed 
out, with water flowing like a 
river across the road in a 
number of places. In parts, the 
road along the coast was washed 
away by the sea. 

St. Joseph's, our home last 
year, had the sea wall smashed 
to pieces but the buildings 
stood up safely. 

The Lomeri curate was 
visiting the villages in the 
upper Navua river when the 
hurricane struck. Be tells us 
that the sides of the upper 
river were washed out like a 
canyon. Flood waters rose as 
high as 60 feet, washing out one 
village completely. The 
hurricane has severely affected 
all the villages up-river and 
the crops are all ruined. 

The amazing thing about 
this hurricane is that its track 
was some 400 miles wide. This is 
much wider than is usual and 
accounts for the extensive 
damage. The Prime Minister who 
has now made a personal survey 
of most areas, estimates that it 
will cost Fiji $20,000,000. 

IlUlUUCANE ..... -

I feel sure that thousands would 
have lost their lives, except 
for the warnings sent out by 
Radio Fiji every few minutes, 
and their regular reports of the 
progress of the hurricane, which 
gave people time to move to 
safety, especially from places 
that later flooded badly. 

I have not attempted in 
this account to tell of the 
effect of the hurricane in other 
parts of Fiji. Places on the 
Lautoka and Sa side and in the 
Yasawas were worse hit than 
Navua. There was very very 
serious flooding in Nausori and 
the Rewa delta. Other parts also 
suffered severely but each 
place needs a report of its own. 

At Lomeri we are conscious 
of how Providence has protected 
us and we are going about our 
cleaning up job in good heart. 

with best wishes from all 
at Lomeri, 

Brother Theophane 



SalDoa 

Br. AB8JIIa Jfilliam.s 

Iero.e 

Br. siaosi Ioane 

Br. James Skelton 
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Brother Fergus Reminisces 

A f.w personal 
m.mori.. from 1970 to 
1981: 

job he claimed to 
have worked on the MS 
mot orway in the UK. In 
August the High School 
team returned to put in 
the culverts which 
would keep the road 
well drained. Among 
other tasks was that of 
evicting bees from a 
hollow tree so that the 
bulldozer could 
continue. 

From ~y arrival in 
Fiji ~n 1970, with 
Terry Lord, I had 
been associated with 
the Novitiate of the 
formation programme 
in one way or another 
(one of Theo's first 
projects was the 
animation of a 
Formation Committeey. 
My first experience 
of Lomeri was our 
struggling to find a 
route to the site of 
the old mission, on a 
levelled site 
overlooking the sea. 
The site was called 

Br. FerguB Garrett 

Some keen students 
stayed for several days 
in the Parish Hall with 
Fergus and Iulio, 
sleeping under mats to 
hide from the 
mosquitoes (no nets 11 ) 
Other students came for 

Nasavu, "The Slide", which later 
lived up to its name (1980 
cyclone Wally). Perhaps the 
missionaries were right to 
abandon it for the seashore I 
Right next to Nasavu is Navatu, 
"The Rock", but much too high 
for us to build our house on 
(though the locals had 
previously had a fort there). 
In 1970 Bertrand led the Suva 
Street boys in the first stage 
of site preparation, cutting the 
scrub on the building site. 
Iulio and Fergus followed on 
with. the High School boys, 
during the May and August 
holidays, with Terry Lord as the 
driver of the old Volkswagen 
Combi, working especially at 
draining the swamp where the 
road was to go. The students dug 
ditches in the "mud" that was 
more like dhal soup, especial l y 
near the springs (one was l ater 
buried by Cyclone Wally). They 
then cut trees and dragged the 
trunks to make foundations for 
the road. When the ground had 
dried a little, the bulldozer 
was able to cross and begin to 
cut into the hillside to build 
a causeway for trucks. The 
driver of the bulldozer knew hi s 

a day, by bus or in the 
VW. How many punctures did the 
Vw get, commuting on the old 
road from Suva? Ask Terry 1 Some 
will remember how we ran out of 
food and money when staying the 
whole week, but still marched 
out each morning with spades and 
knives. The mandarin trees were 
a great discovery, but we had to 
claim them back from the 
children of the teachers. 
That first year we also helped 
Sylvester (RIP) to plant 
seedlings from the royal palm at 
Suva Street, and now the Lomeri 
palms would dwarf the one at 
Suva St. 
Meanwhile Theo was working on 
the plans for the buildings, 
consulting constantly with the 
Brothers. Theo wil l tell you 
about living at St. Joseph's, 
about surviving Bebe during the 
construction, running the 
Novitiate programme, tackling 
the rocky road to Suva each 
week, and t rips to the mountains 
for catechising. 
During 1971 I made a few trips 
to hel p out with the completion 
of drainage and planting citrus 
trees. However, my main effort 
was t he famous "Strid.out'71", 
the very first walkathon to be 
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held in Fiji. There was a lot of 
help from New Zealand in the 
initial stages but then we were 
on our own. It took a lot of 
persuading to convince the 
local shopkeepers to sign up for 
donations, sponsoring the 
walkers. Christine Delanimate, 
daughter of the High School 
gardner and aged only two years, 
was the youngest to complete the 
20 mile course (I doubt if any 
group has repeated our error in 

Visiting Lecturer: Br. Douglas 

having such a long walk I) In 
spite of being amateurs at the 
game, I think we managed to 
collect and bank more than 95% 
of the amount pledged. 
My more immediate association 
with Lomeri began a year or two 
later when I was asked to be 
with the postulants for a couple 
of weeks while Theo took a 
break. This was an opportunity 
to put together a few ideas 
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about the vowed life. I also 
continued my interest in 
linguistics, and counted 14 
languages spoken at Lomeri. 
Then in 1973 I was nominated for 
the DipRB course at BAPI in 
Manila. At the time I was 
expecting to be asked to help 
out at the Teacher's College, 
and so did not concentrate much 
on Formation. However the 
catechetical training was 
enhanced by an excellent course 
on the psychological aspects of 
discernment, so when I was asked 
to be the next Novicemaster with 
Des Howard I was not totally 
unprepared. 
Des and I were opposites, at 
least in the Jungian sense (BSTJ 
vs INFP). Guess who was whichl) 
This complementarity was an 
asset but also a source of 
difficulty at times. We also 
worked as a team, planning week 
by week, within an overall 
curriculum. In those days there 
was no Formation Guide, so we 
had to devise our own 
curriculum. 
The presence of the postulants 
in the Novitiate was not helpful 
and we continued to advocate 
separate postulancy houses, so 
that discernment could take 
place in the home environment. 
As the selection process matured 
in the various sectors of the 
Pacific, the number of 
candidates was considerably 
reduced and our task became 
easier. The last group (1980) 
included three Fijians who spent 
a month or two in our first 
"experimental postulancy", being 
housed in the SVP flat in 
Tamavua. This was quite a 
testing time, since they had to 
help out in the Home of 
Compassion, where a Marist 
student was dying of a massive 
brain tumour. 
My last year as Novicemaster was 
somewhat dramatic. We (Edwin 
Meresinihinua and myself) had 
decided that to continue trying 
to maintain Lomeri and run a 
Novitiate programme at the same 
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time was not possible. So we 
rented a house in vatuwaqa for 
the three novices and myself. 
Since Felise Ulupano of Tonga 
had already done a year's 
novitiate with the SM in Tutu, 
we had reduced his time at 
Lorneri to 18 months. He made his 
vows in July, by which time the 
group was reduced to 2, the 
other Fijian Novice having left. 
The PNG-Solomons Brothers 
decided that it would be better 
for Lambert to complete his 
novitiate in his home territory. 
Thus the "first" stage of the 
novitiate experience at Lomeri 

Br. 

came to an end. 
My physical life had its ups and 
downs, too. At the end of my 
first year at Lomeri I 
contracted the dreaded 
leptospirosis, probably from one 
of Elia's cows, after working in 
the ditches alongside the road. 
It was a Friday. I had been to 
Suva in our 3-ton truck, and was 
a few kilometres from home when 
I began to feel faint. I managed 
to get the truck parked at the 
Novitiate, staggered across to 
my room and did not leave it 
till they put me on a stretcher 
on Sunday afternoon. My life was 
saved by Dr Rosemary Mitchell of 
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Pacific Harbour who gave me a 
massive dose of penicillin for 
suspected pneumonia. Fortunate
ly, that was the specific drug 
for lepto, which was not finally 
diagnosed until Monday. My 
doctor in Suva was Neil Sharma, 
an ex-student of mine, who 
explained that without the 
Sunday injection I would 
probably not have survived, 
since there was no kidney 
machine to save me. 
The water supply was always 
precarious, since the small dam 
was hardly adequate and the 
metal tanks on the hillside had 

cor rod e d 
completely. 
Wal ter Bryson 
designed and 
built a new 
mas s i v e 
underground 
water tank 
holding 150,000 
litres he 
told us that an 
earthquake 
might disturb 
it, but it 
would not 
crack! We also 
managed to get 
the PWD to 
install a 
prefabricated, 
plastic lined 
tank of about 
30,000 litres 

high up on the hill. With the 
growing population and the new 
taste for secondary education 
there was a greatly increased 
need for water for the parish. 
"Wally" was a help there, as it 
uncovered a spring with a very 
strong flow. 
We were offered a telephone 
service during those years, but 
as we knew, the line to Deuba 
was more often "out" than 

• I. • worklng. We declded to walt 
until the line improved. 
Electric power was also supposed 
to be on the way, after the big 
dam was completed. In the 
meantime we relied on our trusty 
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Lister diesel generators, and 
made sure they were properly 
maintained. We ran them for a 
few hours in the mornings and 
evenings (which was not good for 
the refrigerators, but we had to 
compromise). 
All these physical aspects had 
their effects on the 
formation programme, 
9 i v i n 9 man y 
opportunities to test 
the motivation of the 
candidates. 
I could say a lot about 
the persons who played 
their part in the life 
of the Novitiate and in 
the formation process. 
In our first year we 
had to cope with the 
situation of a 
postulant being 
selected as player
coach of the Serua 
Provincial Rugby Team, 
and we didn't even know 
he had been playing 
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Ni torreda from EAPI. Lomeri 
sent a big contingent to the 
seminar in Lambert Hall, and 
afterwards we all resolved to 
try to implement the "Basic 
Christian Community" concept. 
This resulted in some meetings 
with the teachers, including 

preparing one 
Methodist lady for 
reception into the 
Church, and also some 
catechetical work in 
the village and in the 
school (in my halting 
Fijian) • 

regularly. A tough Br. Edwin Heresinihinua 
nov i ' c e fro m 

Ganita and his family 
were always great 
friends of the 
Brothers, and though 
he often spoke of 
retiring to Koro, he 
stayed on at Lomeri. 
The teachers were very 
generous to us, and 
offered a huge tabua 
for my silver jubilee. 
There were many 
friends at Pacific 
harbour too, 

Bougainville survived a 
severe injection of 
"stonefish" venom, after an 
agonising two hour journey from 
reef to shore, and the ignorant 
ministrations of an ex-patriate 
doctor at Navua. 
A famous "picnic" trip to the 
island of "Yaqeta" was anything 
but a picnic for the poor 
sisters whom the PP had invited. 
The pp insisted on leaving late 
in the morning, after the winds 
were up, and our boat was not 
built for the 1.5m waves, so we 
zig zagged up and down them, my 
hand frozen to the tiller for 
the 40 minute trip. At times the 
second boat (V-bottom of course) 
of Ganita was out of sight in 
the trough of a wave. And of 
course we had no life jackets! 
The lagoon on the leeward side 
of the island was beautifully 
calm, but the return trip was 
jqst as rough as coming out. 
1978 was the year of the visit 
of Pepe Calle and Tessie 

especially Tom Wong 
and Tilly, and Hari 

Datt. We used often to take some 
of the PNG-Solomons men to Mass 
at Pacific Harbour, in the days 
when the Mass was only in 
Fijian. Sometimes there was no 
priest for the people there and 
one of us would have to 
officiate at a communion 
service, bringing the Eucharist 
from Lomeri. Pacific Harbour was 
also a place to get to know some 
Fijian culture, with Manoa 
Rasigatale in charge of things. 
Our neighbour Elia was a legend. 
A very old man who never seemed 
to grow any older, he had many 
cows, of which he was proud, but 
could never manage to keep them 
on his side of the fence. He had 
been feuding with his own clan 
for many years and often accused 
them of killing a cow or two for 
a funeral, or even stealing 
money from his "house". I kept 
his money in my desk for 
several years, and he made 
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deposits and withdrawals as at 
a bank. Eddie Danielson's 
prowess with the fishing rod 
astounded the locals (years 
later Placid's exploits with his 

spear had a similar effect). 
Edwin Meresinihinua and some 
candidates from the Solomons 
found distant connections among 
the locals, some of who even 
remembered a few words of their 
own language. 
The visits of Eugene Dwyer 
helped us to focus on the 
seriousness of our task. We 
began to digest the writings of 
Luigi Rulla, without much 
success. Our psychological 
backgrounds were insufficient to 
grasp the depths. However, we 
were able to follow the 
practical suggestions of Euge, 
especially in constantly pushing 
for the separation of Pre
Novitiate discernment from 
novitiate initiation. 
For some years the novitiate was 
available to the first year 
group of seminarians from the 
Pacific Regional Seminary. I 
assisted the team of Michael 
o 'Connor and Margaret Arrowsmith 
in giving spiritual direction to 
such well-know figures as Cecil 

1 
i 
t 
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One 
stay 
our 

Williams and Veremo Dovarua. 
year we took the novices to 
at the Seminary while 
"visitors" took over. 
Regular visitors to 

included 
members of 

Lomeri 
the 
the 

"Cross Walk", 
who had left 
Suva on Palm 
Sunday on their 
way to the 
Ashram. We gave 
them a bed (on 
the floor of the 
recreation room) 
and board, and 
u sua 1 1 Y 
accompanied them 
on the last part 
of their way 
from Lomeri. 
Incidentally, 
they did 
complete their 
walk in 1980, in 
spite of Wally. 
We also had 
annual visits 

from Kevin Hore and his class 7 
campers from Suva St. This was 
an opportunity for some pastoral 
work for the novices. There were 
also visits from both the High 
School and Cathedral Secondary 
for retreat weekends. 
One group which surprised some 
of us at Lomeri was the Ichthus 
Committee, best know as the 
inaugurators of charismatic 
renewal in the Churches of Fiji. 
They came for "prayer and 
fasting" and in fact refused all 
offers of morning tea and lunch. 
I had been associated with this 
group since 1972, and continued 
to attend a few meetings at 
Suva, especially the annual 
"Conventions" in the Town Hall 
or elsewhere. In fact my visits 
to Suva for these prayer 
meetings were a great help to my 
"perseverance" during those 
difficult years. 
I am not sure how it came about 
that we welcomed two Lutheran 
"Sisters of Mary" whose vision 
is one of reconciling the German 
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nation after 1939-
1945. I transported 
the two ladies in 
the cab of our 
truck, and they 
sang all the way, 
beautiful songs in 
several languages. 
They stayed a 
night and spoke to 
the novices about 
Mary. They were 
c e r t a i n 1 y 
refreshingly 
different. 
During Holy Week of 
1980 there was the 
unprecedented 
cyclone "Wally", 
not much wind, but 
rainfall probably 
not experienced 
since the famous 
floods of 1789, when the Rewa 
River changed its course. Lomeri 
suffered terribly. Since we were 
keeping rainfall records, we 
could see the possibilities, as 
the cyclone came closer and the 
intensity of the rain kept 
increasing. Wednesday 125mm, 
Thursday 250mm, and on Good 
Friday 500mrnll We did not even 
try to get down to the Parish 
Church for the Holy Thursday 
celebrations, and Good Friday 
ceremonies were abandoned, for 
by the afternoon the water was 
almost a metre deep across the 
parish compound - and this was 
moving water, not a lake I A 
river bed appeared in two places 
with a teacher'S house 
collapsing into one, and a 
classroom into the other. About 
fifty people were accommodated 
in the Noviti~te that night and 
the next day. In the meantime 
the rain stopped suddenly late 
on Good Friday. And about 7pm we 
heard a sound like another 
rainstorm approaching, but the 
noise ceased abr.uptly. We knew 
it was not rain and went with a 
torch to investigate. Where 
there had been shrubbery on the 
edge of the slope beside the 
chapel, there was now a black 
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hole. Not until the next' day did 
we see the extent of the damage: 
a very large landslide very 
close to the edge of the chapel, 
cracks and subsidences of 20cm 
or more on all sides of the 
buildings, the septic tank 
fallen away from its inlet pipe, 
the large underground water tank 
safe but empty of water since 
the slides had pulled the pipe 
out from the bottom, and the 
road blocked in three places by 
trees and landslides. We had two 
immediate problems - toilets and 
water supply. Fortunately the 
small tank of 45,000 litres was 
still full. We had food for a 
short time (most of our gardens 
were buried under a metre of 
mud), which was more than the 
villagers had. However, on 
Easter Sunday a helicopter 
deli vered some staples to the 
nearby villages and the parish 
centre. We managed to crash our 
way through the mud barrier with 
the truck, but there was nowhere 
to go. The road was washed out 
in a few places but negotiable 
in the truck. Near Navua it was 
completly blocked with hundreds 
of trees washed down from the 
hills about 10 kilometres away. 
One Indian family among the 
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local fishing community were in 
shock and just sat staring at 
the place where their house had 
once been. The womenfolk had 
been awakened by the returning 
men just minutes before a 
landslide engulfed the house. We 
tried to help them make a 
shelter. 
The remainder of 1980 was spent 
in rehabilitation work. After 
some expert advice and 
scientific testing of the soil 
near the buildings we started 
work on some projects to 
safeguard the buildings. We had 
to get used to seeing several 
coconut palms and citrus trees 
about 60m from their previous 
positions just below the 
buildings. We used our truck and 
hired others to bring almost a 
hundred loads of large rocks 
from the river valley nearby, 
and these formed underground 
drainage patterns on the "toe" 
of the main landslide. 

- - - - - - - - _.. -
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(A couple of years later some 
funds became available and more 
extensive earthworks were 
carried out under the eye of Des 
Howard. 

A later event, early in 1981, 
was related to the tensions of 
the previous year, and occurred 
while I was on retreat at the 
Ashram. I accumulated fluid on 
the knee and shoulder and had a 
very painful journey to Lautoka 
Hospital where the knee was 
drained twice before I was able 
to go to Suva for a few weeks' 
recuperation, and had to walk 
with a stick. My "hobbling" gait 
continued for many months, even 
until the closing of the 
novitiate programme in July 
1981. Thus I finished my stint 
at Lomeri in a somewhat 
"interesting" condition. 

********** 

MARIST BROTHERS NOVITIATE 
LOMERI (1971 - 1996 ) ., 

CO"'I'AtuIAtio"s to the ll!lAl'ist ~I'othel'. 0" 
!IOUI' --.,Silver ~ubilee eelebrAti"., •. 

ll!lAfI (10" eo"ti""e to ". bles~ the tl!JAI'i..t 
J6l'othel's A"" mAfI 'ltJArfl· our~eAve"lfl t'l!)0thel' 

..... . . 

A"" J6lesse" ll!lAreell,,, ChAmpA,"Atse,," mADfI 
more flou", me" ,,,to the ~AI'Vest. 

M. Mausio 
( Marcellin Family - Vatuwaqa ) 
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Kiribati 

I 

Br. T10era roane 

Br. Taatite Babetara 

Br. uatu Bubutei 

Br. Arobati Tautua 
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BROTHER DESMOND REMINISCES 

1976 THE INITIATION 
~rrived at Lomeri 
from P.N.G. to take the 

1977 THE ERA OF CHALK 
AND CHEESE 

place of Mick Brown, In 1977 Clem took 
the Mel bourne Province over as Master of 
rep in Fiji. Without Scholastics at 
any previous experience Vatuwaqa, ushering in 
of Formation or a new regime at 
training for the job I Lomeri: Fergus was 
was a little nervous appointed Master of 
about taking on the Novices and I was 
role. My fears were nomi nated Superior of 
a llayed when I met Clem the Community. Ferg, 
(Superior and Master of who had recently 
Novi ces) and even more completed a renewal 
so after quaffing some programme at EAPI, 
spi r i tual sustenance Manila, was alive 
wi th him. There were wit h a vision of the 
s i x young men in the Church. He wrote 
second year, of whom L--BBrr:.v.eBi;;i'idJisroo;;,,:aarrdd--' articles for the 
Lario is the only Catholic paper, 
B rot her s ti l l CONTACT and a 
remaining. The t hree postulants booklet, WE ARE THE CHURCH. His 
in the first year a l l left i deas were l i fe-giving but drew 
during thei r time in temporary t he rancour of some of the fusty 
prof ession. I survived that powers- t hat-be. 
f i rst year. Each week Clem and 
I took turns to drive to Suva 
for supplies. I have warm 
memori e s of the hospitality 
offered to us by the monks in 
town. I particularly remember 
the joie de vivre of the older 
monks Plunket, Cormac, 
Raphael and Bert with whom I 
would stay at Suva 
Street. The journey 
from Lomeri was an 
arduous trip in those 
days . .• sometimes two 
hours in the wet; 
sl i ghtly less in the 
dry but then you would 
arrive looking like a 
flour bag. Invariably I 
wou l d feel enlivened to 
take up the work again 
with the young men , 
after experiencing the 
fecundity of Marist 
Li fe especially with 
t he older Monks. 

Haria 

Ferg and I were a good team and 
t ogethe r we worked at teamship . 
My enduring memory is of our 
care and concern for one 
another. We were alike as chalk 
and cheese and this brought a 
wider and multi-coloured 
dimension to our outlook. At 

this time we were 
still accepting young 
men into Lomeri as 
postulants, not a l l 
of whom were 
suitable. I admired 
his compassion as he 
worked with these 
you n g men in 
discerning their 
vocation. 

In 1978 we had a 
recor d number of 18 
young men at Lomeri. 
The Hi ace was no 
longer suitable and 
by favou r able 
negotiat i ons with 
Dalip Si ng h of 
Car penters Motor s who 
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Bryson, we embarked 
on the construction 
of a ten thousand 
gallon concrete tank, 
largely funded 
t h r 0 ugh the 
generosity of 

was trying to promote 
the Mitsubishi 2 tonne 
Canter on the market, 
we purchased the second 
Canter to be released 
in Fiji. The vehicle 
proved to be very 
functional, not only in 
its capacity to carry 
the 18 young men, 
(under a red canopy) 
but for the support 
vehicle for the annual 
way of the Cross 
Pilgrimage, and for 
various cartage jobs by 
the schools and the 
Novitiate. Who will 
forget Ferg's trans 
viti Levu expedition 
when he supposedly 

Br. BdWard Danielson 

Miserior. A further 
windfall came our way 
at the end of 1978 
when we were chosen 
as the site to trial 
a new three thousand 
gallon tank by the 
P.W.D .. This was a 
novel initiative, a 
rubber envelope 
supported by an outer 
shell of concrete 
tiles. With a new 

notched up a score of 
three dogs and two chickens, 
mostly on the Kings Highwayl 
Fortunately we had a bull/roo 
bar attached by the Montfort 
Vocational School. I believe the 
bull bar was the first in Suva, 
and set off a trend. 

The drought of '77 - '78 hit us 
very hard. Visitors to Lomeri 
may remember being issued with 
the daily bucket of water at 
that time. Water was scarce and 
conserved for drinking and 
cooking. The community members 
were to be seen heading off into 
our ample bush armed 
with a spade and other 
essentials, to carry 
out certain ablutions. 
The local P.W.D. office 
were very considerate 
1n filling our three 
thousand gallon tank 
concrete tank which the 
pioneer, Brother 
Theophane had the 
foresight to install. 
By this time our 
proximity to the sea 
had taken its toll on 
our five corrugated 
iron tanks. Gifted with 
the bonus of many young 
men, under the 
direction of Walter 

pressure pump we were 
able to pump to the 

P.W.D. tank on the hill and then 
gravity feed out house. Much of 
the finer plumbing was done 
under the deft supervision of 
Bert and my questionable 
urgings. 

1978 also saw a noteworthy first 
at Lomeri when our first 
Pacifican Brother, Edwin 
Meresinihinua, came to join the 
staff. He was like a breath 'of 
fresh air, after freshly 
graduating from a renewal 
course. Another Pacifican 
Brother, Edward Danielson, 

joined our team in 
1979. Apart from his 
prowess with the 
fishing rod, he was 
able to adapt to the 
new apostolate as a 
Formator. 

In August 1979, I 
left Fiji to attend 
the E.A.P.I. in 
Manila. In late 1981 
while completing a 
masters course in 
psychology and 
counselling, I was 
appointed master of 
Novices and Superior 
of Lomeri, to 
commence in 1982. 
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extensive cosmetic 
features. Thanks to 
Brother Theophane and 
his team from the High 
School the landscape 
gradually improved. 

A new rationale of 
Formation was set in 
place during my 
absence. Henceforward, 
the Districts and 
Sectors were to set up 
pre-Novitiate 
programmes. And so 
Lomeri became 
exclusively a two year 
Novitiate. Brother 
Edwin continued on the 
team and we were 
joined by Brother 
victor Montague. vic 
brought a deep love of 
all things Marist, a 
strong commitment to 
the call and a zest 
for manual work, in 

Br. victo Montague 

We pre-empted the 
Formation Guide in 
setting up a community 
experience for the 
first yea~ Novices and 
an apostolic 
experience for the 
second year novices. 
The C.P.E. model was 
used for the apostolic 
experience and venues 
w ere the 
Rehabilitation Centre 

which he had 
considerable ski l ls. But it was 
his humour and sense of life 
that endeared h i m to us a l l. 
Birthdays and other 
opportunities to celebrate 
required little imagination. 
There was the regular Saturday 
social yaqona evening when 
more often than not we were 
joined by the Brothers from 
Suva, local parishioners and 
friends who entered in the 
repartee, sing-a-longs, snooker 
and scrabble with 
earnest abandon. 

We had some major 
rehabilitation to 
continue after the 
devastating lands lip of 
1981. Fortunately a 
certain confident 
contractor "No 
worries, Brotherl" did 
not win the contract. 
Huge machinery entered 
our premises and 
restored the slopes on 
both sides of the 
buildings, with the 
appropriate conduits 
installed. The 
contractor was abl e to 
complete the task well 
within our budget. All 
that remained were the 

and Twomey 
Leprosariu~, both at 

Tamavua. We continued the 
practice of using the Ashram, 
near Nadi, for the retreats. 

Towards the end of 1984 , we 
farewelled Edwin, who returned 
to take up an assignment in PNG
SI. Early in 1985 we welcomed 
Brother Bernard Kangku, also 
from the District of PNG-SI to 
the team. He was a gentle and 
generous presence and his 
capacity for physical work was 

outstanding. Under 
Bernard's supervision 
we became self 
sufficient in 
vegetables. He turned 
almost a fifth of our 
property into 
flourishing gardens. 

In July 1986, I left 
Lomeri to take up a 
Formation/Renewal 
programme in Chicago. 
Brother Joe Wara took 
over my role with Vic 
and Bernie remaining 
on the team. It was 
intended that I return 
to Lomeri in July '87, 
but other 
circumstances 
prevailed. 
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One afterthought I really 
enjoyed the wheeler - dealing' 
associated with the management 
of Lomeri. I remember when we 
were looking round for a buyer 
for our heavy (slight l y damaged) 
wooden boat LOLOMA. Whippy's 
boat builders offered us $180 
for it and were rather keen to 
take it off our hands. Through 
a contact in the Fisheries Dept. 
we were told that the Dept. was 
purchasing LOLOMA for the people 
of Gau. 

.***************************** 

****************************** 

Using the simplicity of the 
serpent, I retrieved the boat 
from Whippy, returned their 
$180, and sold the boat direct 
to the people of Gau for $500. 
I really enjoyed that little 
coup. The money enabled us to 
build a trailer for the new 
boat, construct a half cabin and 
install remote steering. 

****************************** 

Brother Joseva Wara 

Br. Joseva was Master of Novices 
during 1986 and 1987. He is the 
first Fiji born Brother to have 
held this post. 

His appointment followed an 
intensive two year course in 
Rome for Masters of Novices, a 
course he attended with Br. 
Iulio Suaesi, the present Master 
of Novices. Br. Joseva was the 
District Superior of the Fiji 
District from 1992 to 1995, and 
is currently teaching at St. 
Joseph's Community College in 
Ha'apai, Tonga. 

**************.*************** 
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Papua New Guinea 
SololDon Islands 

Br. JUli an Pinonas 

Br. Harman 

Br. JoachiJII Igil 

Br. Timothy Matthew 

Br. Henry ugini 

Br. Jack Kalisito 
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Papua New Guinea 
SoiolDon Islands 

Br. Sever1no Lausao 

Br. John Ifalllll/O 

Br. Daniel ~engalea 

Br. Jack Bapllitz 

Br. !I'ony Ifala.o 
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BIt BARIlY ----

LOMERI 1988 - 1993 

In expressing a few 
reflections on my 
years at Lomeri at 
this time of Jubilee 
I first of all offer 
thanks for many great 
things the Lord has 
done in the lives of 
those many people who 
have been associated 
with the Lomeri 
Novitiate during 

Br. BIII1J B""" 

shape with Joe Wara at 
the helm, but waiting 
to move onto Post 
Novitiate work in Suva. 
Frank Bough, Felix 
Kononea, Placid and I 
formed the new team, 
with vic remaining on 
for a few months to 
keep a watchful eye on 
us and lead us into the 
mysteries of shopping 
in Suva and caring for 
his beloved ducks and 
chickens. 

Throughout my six years 
at Lomeri I felt well 

these past 25 years. 
I also pay tribute to 
those who have gone 
before me at Lomeri 
and had built up such 
a great spirit and 
environment that is 
so much part of 
Lomeri. 

Br. Barry BUrDS 

supported by a very 
able and committed team 
of Brothers on the 

My six years at 
Lomeri remain for me a deeply 
satisfying and significant 
period in my life. The 
environment of a Novitiate is by 
its very nature pointing each 
person towards a deepening of 
Marist life and to a deeper 
relationship with Christ. This 
is as much a challenge to the 
formator as to the Novice, and 
this is the experience I most 
fully appreciate now. 
With its magnificent 
setting, the 
closeness to nature 
in bush, plantations, 
hills and ocean, it 
is truly a place of 
great beauty and deep 
peace. 

I arrived at Lomeri 
at the beginning of 
1988. Life in Fiji 
was returning to 
something of 
normality after the 
two coups of 1987. 
The Novitiate was in 
good hands and good 

Br. 

staff. Felix Kononea, 
himself a graduate of 

Lomeri from Bougainville, was 
with us in 1988 looking after 
the property and management side 
of the Novitiate: it was with 
sadness that we heard of his 
death earlier this year. From 
the following year, 1989, the 
team of Brothers that came 
together remained unchanged over 
the next five years. 

Frank Bough brought 
great depth and 
expertise to our 
formation work through 
the quality of 
assessment and 
accompaniment he was 
able to offer, his all 
round contribution to 
the formation of 
Novices, as well as his 
work with our Marist 
pre-Novitiate formator 
s throughout the 
Pacific. Be was always 
much in demand on the 
wider formation scene 
at the seminary and 
among other religious 
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orders, a rich resource 
and generous in his 
availability to so many. 
John Mauro came in as 
assistant Novice Master, 
bringing with him a much 
appreciated Melanesian 
contribution to the 
Novitiate experience 
making a generous 
contribution to the 
Formation programme over 
five years. James 
McBride contributed much 
in community building 
and hospitality as 
Superior of the 
Novitiate community, 
looking after the daily 
running of the plant, 
buying supplies, as well 
as running a creative 
English language progamme with 
the Novices. Placid, as a member 
of the Novitiate community and 
teacher at the Lomeri Secondary 
School was always a breath of 
fresh air and welcome presence 
in the Novitiate as well as a 
great link to the school and 
wider community. 

My greatest memories of Lomeri 
lie in the 40 or so Novices I 
was privileged to be with during 
those years. They came from a 
variety of backgrounds and 
cultures bringing a whole sense 
of vitality, youthful 
energy, enthusiasm, a 
readiness to learn from 
success or mistakes, 
and a desire to find 
the right path for 
their future lives. 
There were times of 
great laughter and 
happiness along with 
the times of more 
painful searching and 
discernment and facing 
the realities of 
vocational choice. 
Whether the final 
decision was to follow 
a Marist vocation or 
another path I was 

Br. 

BR BARRY ----

constantly amazed at 
the peace and 
dignity with which 
the novices faced 
these decisions. 

An early highlight 
was the arrival of 
the first four 1-
Kiribati novices, 
bringing with them 
the added diversity 
of a Microsnesian 
culture into the 
Lomeri experience. 
With another five 

~f arriving the 
following year, 
there was soon a 
very strong I-
Kiribati presence at 
Lomeri. We were also 

joined in these years by our 
first Ni-Vanuatuans, Roger, then 
Christophe, and another new 
chapter opened in 1989 with the 
first two novices from India, 
Sesu and Arockiam. For them the 
Pacific environment was so 
different but they faced the 
challenges with great courage. 
At various times we also had 
Novices from Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, 
Solomon Islands and Papua New 
Guinea. 

Both Frank and I put much work 
into developing the formation 

programme for the 
Lomeri Novitiate. In 
this work we were 
fortunate to have the 
insights presented in 
the recently published 
Formation Guide, 
Frank's own formation 
background and my 
experience from the 
combined Novitiate at 
Winston BIlls. This 
gave a sound basis 
from which to work and 
we were happy with the 
result. Greater 
clarity of our aims 
and goals, the 
centrality of 
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accompaniment, the 
rhythm of the seven 
stages throughout the 
Novitiate, the 
importance of an 

BR BARRY ----

Nove m b e 'r we r e 
especially rich in 
Marist culture and 
liturgical symbolism, 
the result of much 
creative thought and 
hard work. In a 
similar way Holy Week 

'ceremonies celebrated 
within the Novitiate 
lent themselves to a 
richness of creative 
cultural expression of 
these solemn events. 

extended period of 
supervised apostolic 
experience were among 
the features at the 
centre of this 
programme. In 1991 at 
the request of the 
Pacific Novitiate 
Council a detailed 
evaluation of the 
novitiate programme 
was conduct ed by Fr 
Mick 0 ' Connor SM 
which was both very 
affirming of what we 
were doing as well as 
providing much 
challenge to us. 

Br. Plac~d Preston 

Those of us at Lomeri 
appreciated the great 
support we received 
from so many people. 
The Brothers of the 
Fiji District welcomed 
us in so many 

Celebration remains as a vivid 
memory of Lomeri days. Many a 
night was spent around a bowl of 
grog accompanied by an amazing 
depth of talent in the variety 
of cultural music, dance and 
song. Visitors were welcomed and 
farewelled, birthdays and 
national days were celebrated 
and regular Saturday night 
social evenings enjoyed. 
Profession ceremonies each 

practical ways whether 
it was through opening their 
communities to Novices on 
Apostolic or community 
experience, a brief stopover in 
Suva while up on shopping days 
or staff taking a few days time 
out, or invitations to District 
celebrations all were most 
appreciated. A similar spirit of 
hospitality was always a feature 
of the local Lomeri Parish 
community. We received excellent 
chaplaincy services from the 

priests, especially 
the Columban priests 
Gerry Hurley and Tom 
Daley, and Kevin 
Young MSC. Our 
relationship with the 
Lomary primary and 
secondary schools was 
always very good, 
helped along very 
much by Placid's 
involvement. Maria's 
service in cooking 
and also in being a 
contact with the 
local neighbourhood 
was much appreciated. 
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As an Inter-Province Novitiate 
we were fortunate in the close 
involvement we had with several 
Provinces and Districts. The 
occasion of the April Novitiate 
Council Meeting each year would 
see the arrival of three 
Provincials and four or five 
District Superiors at Lomeri. 
The Novitiate Council was a 
wonderful support in giving 
clear direction and policy to 
the. Novitiate. Br. Julian Casey 
brought a great clarity to the 
Statutes of the Lomeri Novitiate 
helping us all to be more aware 
of the various levels and areas 
of responsibility and 
accountability. Their presence 
was always a welcome event as a 
time for Novices to meet with 
their leaders and catch up on 
news from home, and another good 
cause for celebration I 

By its nature the novitiate life 
includes a rhythm of times of 
involvement with people and 
times of seclusion. In the 
Marist spirit of hospitality we 
were able.to offer a welcome to 
many visiting Brothers, friends 
local people and groups. Small 
groups of seminarians from PRS 
would occasionally come for 
reflective weekends, we 
sometimes hosted retreats for 
our own Brothers or other 
religious and also for Marist 
High School and groups of Lomary 
students. It was always great to 
be able to welcome visiting 
Brothers whether from the Fiji 
District or from other countries 
and to share with them the 
richness of our wider Marist 
heritage. 

The large property on which the 
Lomary Novit~ate is situated, 
and the buildings, the fruit of 
Stride Out '71, always require 
much maintenance and ongoing 
development. There was unlimited 
scope for formative manual work 
for novices and staff in caring 
for the plantations, gardens, 

BR BARRY ----

lawns and livestock and building 
maintenance I In producing food 
from the land the elements were 
constant challenges, whether it 
was from droughts, heavy rains, 
hurricanes, heat, insects or 
wild pigs I Placid's undying 
enthusiasm and the novices' more 
sporadic efforts brought fish 
onto the table sometimes 
anyway I Much effort went into 
maintenance of the buildings. 
Brother Cyril from new Zealand 
came up for a period in two 
different years to lead the 
efforts in painting, enlarging 
the recreation room, 
redecorating the chapel and many 
other projects. During these 
years we were linked into the 
town water supply and 
electricity came our way, witp 
a phasing out of our trusty 
generators. We also brought in 
solar heating which saw the 
demise of the old donkey as the 
source of hot water for the 
kitchen. 

Well the memories live on, and 
at a time of jubilee the stories 
are retold. I look back on many 
people, incidents, and events 
with fond memories. There were 
joyful times and difficult times 
but I look back on my whole time 
at Lomeri with great gratitude 
and appreciation. 

I offer my congratulations and 
thanks to all who have been, and 
all who presently are part of 
the Lomeri Novitiate. In 
particular I extend my best 
wishes to Brother Kees and the 
Brothers of the Fiji District 
and Brother Iulio and his team 
and the novices at Lomeri. May 
the spirit of Mary and Marcellin 
·continue to bring great vitality 
to Lomeri in its key role in the 
future of our Marist life in 
this part of the world. 

Br. Barry Burns. 
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Tonga Vanuatu India 

f 

Br. Christophe IfIJluane 

Br. sesu, ADrnc)D.l 

Br. A. 

Br. v. 

Br. John Peter 
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Bll BJLIO ----

Highlights 
Of My Three Year's Experience 

During my t ime here at Lomeri 
over the last three years, there 
have been many highlights which 
have stood out for me. Many of 
them cont inue to be part of my 
experi ence here in the Novitiate 
and what follows i s an attempt 
to express this. 

One of the hi ghlights has been 
the programme itself. A 
programme which has been 
developing over the years 
through constant evaluation and 
one which is f i rmly based upon 
the guidelines set out in our 
'Formation Guide ' . The elements 
of the programme which have 
stood out for me have been the 
regular weekly ' accompaniment' 
and 'spiritual direction' of the 
Novices, a valued time and an 
important element of the 
programme for the spiritual and 
human growth of each individual 
Novice. 

The communi ty of Brothers here 
at Lomeri has also stood out for 
me very much. In 1994, the 

Br. Iulio 

community consisted of Brs. 
Richard Dunleavey, Frank Hough 
and myself. In 1995, Brs 
Clarence Cunningham, Frank Hough 
and I formed community and in 
1996, the community consists of 
Brs. Clarence, Tim Leen, Colgan 
Taylor and myself. For me, there 
has been a richness in the 
multi-cultural living and 
sharing and it has proved to be 
a valuable experience for me to 
live with other cultures and 
also within another cultural 
setting. 

It has also been a rich. 
experience to be part of a 
Formation Team. Firstly, with 
the Novitiate team members and 
our weekly team meetings for 
reviewing the past and for 
making proposals for future 
improvements. And secondly with 
the wider 'formation ' team' of 
the Marist communities in Fiji 
and the social agencies in Suva. 
The experience gained by the 
Novices through their 'community 
experience' in their first year 

Br. Richard Dunleavey Br. Lulio suaesi Br . ~L~r.~n<:e cunningham 
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and their' apostolic experience' 
in their second year has been an 
invaluable part of their 
formation. 

I have appreciated very much the 
interest and support of the 
Pacific Novitiate Council. Also, 
to their Provinces and Districts 
fur their continued financial 
support of the Novitiate and its 
programme. 

The consistent interest of the 
Brothers of the District of 
Fiji, of the wider Marist world 
and of t~e numerous visiting 

DR IULIO ----

the Lomary Catholic schools. We 
have been extremely fortunate 
with the generosity of the 
Parish Priest and his 
availability to act in the role 
of Chaplain. 

I have also appreciated very 
much the assistance of the 
three Provinces who have 
faithfully stepped in during the 
Xmas period to assist the 
formation team here and so make 
it possible for them to take a 
break or a period of home 
holiday. 

Lomeri Novitiate: 1996 staff and Novices with Br. Sean Sammon 

Brothers has also been a source 
of gratitude for ine. We are 
indebted to them, for their 
interest and active support and 
also to the people of Lomeri 
Parish who have been so faithful 
to us over twenty five years. We 
continue to enjoy a good 
relationship in a variety of 
ways with the Lomeri Parish and 

There have been many highlights 
and people who have contributed 
greatly to my experiences over 
the last three years. But the 
highlight which stands out for 
me has been the First Profession 
Ceremony itself • A ceremony 
which is simple, a ceremony 
which is colourful and a 
ceremony which ~ meaningful. 
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AIMS OF THE NOVITIATE 

A. '1'0 promote the initiation of the Novice into Marist Religious 
Life. 

B. To encourage discernment within the Novice to test whether hi. 
call is coming from God 

Goals and Objectives of the Novitiate 

Goal 1 

Objectives: 

Goal 2 

Objectives: 

Goal 3 

Objectives: 

To facilitate within the Novice a conversion to Christ 

1.1 By entering into a loving knowledge of the 
Scriptures 

1.2 By learning to follow Christ as Mary did 

1.3 By coming to a loving knowledge of our 
Constitutions 

To facilitate the integral formation of the person 
of the Novice, especially in its Marist Expressions 

2.1 By a deepening of his communion with nature 

2.2 By a deepening of his communion with others 

2.3 By a deepening of his communion with self 

2.4 By a deepening of his communion with God 

To facilitate a loving knowledge of the Founder and 
the Institute. 

3.1 By learning about the Founder 

3.2 By coming to a knowledge of the History of the 
Institute 

3.3 By reliving the experiences of Father Champagnat 
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" .............................. --P.ROG~ ...... 

The Rhythm of the Novitiate 

stage 1: Initiation The first stage of the welcoming and initiating 
period for the novice. He experiences separation and is introduced 
to the Marist form of life and prayer. After a period of several 
weeks, he is officially accepted in a simple ceremony where he 
receives the Mari st insignia or some other symbol as a sign of his 
belonging. 

stage 2: The Inner Journey The novice is led further into Marist 
Spirituality, to deepen knowledge of his relationship wi th Jesus and 
he begins to come to terms with those forces or inconsistencies which 
hinder growth or the full acceptance of his vocation. Openness to 
accompaniment or spiritual direction is an important element in this 
formation pr ocess. 

stage 3: Integrating Prayer and Community into Apostolic Life 
Conferences move to church and mission, catechetics and ministry. The 
novice is given the opportunity for apostolic work each week. He 
learns the ways of discernment and evaluation of experiences. This 
stage could last some six months and includes a period of several 
weeks where he lives in another community. 

stage 4: Retreat, Evaluation, Holiday A retreat is structured to 
meet the level of spiritual development of the novice. The novices 
make an evaluation of their first year. The process allows them to 
discern their contribution and progress, and to express their 
frustrations and hopes. The year concludes with a holiday for the 
community. 

stage 5: Experience of Apostolic Community Lif. A period of about 
ten weeks is spent living in another community and being involved 
regularly in apostolic work. This is the time of apostolic experience 
where, under supervision, he is challenged in his personal growth in 
an apostolic setting and encouraged to reflect on different elements 
of his personality. 

stage 6: Preparation for Vowed Religious Life This stage could 
cover s~x months with a blend of limited apostolic work in novitiate 
living. The principal area of study is the Constitutions with 
particular reference to consecration, the vows and Marist community 
life. 

stage 7: Immediate Preparation for Vows The novice prepares for 
his profession, particularly with a retreat. In the retreat he comes 
to understand more fully his relationship with Jesus and his 
commitment to vocat i on. The time of Novitiate concludes with the 
ceremony of his first profession. 
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................................ --fROGRA~------
Means to implement the Aims of the Novitiate 

1. 

2. 

Through the presentation of the values of Marist Religious Life in 

conferences and seminars 
liturgies and homilies 
sharing 
witness and example 

Through accompaniment 

vocational accompani ment 
spiritual direction 

3. Through Marist community living, including 

simple life style 
community meetings 

4 . Through apostolic activity and involvement 

5. Through manual work, in the tradition of the congregation 

6. Through personal and communitY' prayer 

7. Through rhythms of solitude and exposure 
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------------------ ADMISSIONS ---

MARIST BROTHERS NOVITIATE, LOMERI, FID. 
ADMISSIONS INTO THE NOVITIATE 1971 - 1996 

First 
Entered Profession 
Lomeri Year of 

Birth 
Name Country 

1971 Solomona Pasello Western Samoa 
1971 Savelio Tevaga Western Samoa 1-11-1972 
1971 Suliano Vasuitoga Fiji 1-11-1972 
1971 Antonio Nailitiwai Fiji 
1971 John Kinna Papua New Guinea 1-11-1972 
1971 Julian Pinonas Papua New Guinea 1-11-1972 
1971 Victor Kikiluma Papua New Guinea 1-11-1972 
1971 Timothy Fositau Solomon Islands 

1972 Raphael Bury 1952 Papua New Guinea 22-12-1973 
1972 Felix Koneana 1952 Papua New Guinea 22-12-1973 RIP 
1972 Michael Malagai 1952 Papua New Guinea 22-12-1973 
1972 Philip Mapah 1953 Papua New Guinea 
1972 Joseph Tomoke 1950 Papua New Guinea 22-12-1973 
1972 Herman Boyek 1950 Papua New Guinea 22-12-1973 
1972 Melchior Jalowa 1948 Papua New Guinea 22-12-1973 
1972 Simione Lafaele 1949 Western Samoa 22-12-1973 
1972 Antonio Tupuola 1952 Western Samoa 22-12-1973 

1973 Andrew Kal 1953 Papua New Guinea 
1973 Jerome Samos 1953 Papua New Guinea 7-12-1974 
1973 Sirilo Leqeiwai 1954 Fiji 7-12-1974 
1973 Paulo Guibreteau 1952 Fiji 7-12-1974 
1973 Gabirieli Daulato 1953 Fiji 7-12-1974 
1973 Eneliko Seiuli 1950 Western Samoa 7-12-1974 

1974 John Menawol 1949 Papua New Guinea 
1974 Roch Tanahan 1953 Papua New Guinea 8-12-1975 RIP 
1974 Cosmas Baeli 1952 Papua New Guinea 8-12-1975 
1974 Lucian Kil 1954 Solomon Islands 8-12-1975 
1974 Iosefo Kulaniloga 1951 Fiji 
1974 Lario Damudamu 1948 Fiji 8-12-1976 
1974 Ioane Taraki 1949 Fiji 
1974 Ioane Waseroma 1953 Fiji 8-12-1976 

1975 Leo Mala 1956 Papua New Guinea 8-12-1976 
1975 Paul Young 1953 Fiji 8-12-19]6 
1975 Paulo Dulunaqio 1953 Fiji 8-12-1976 
1975 James Ta'avala 1955 Fiji 8-12-1976 
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ADMISSIONS 

First 
Entered Profession 
Lomeri Year of 

Birth 
Name Count~ 

1976 John Narebo 1956 Papua New Guinea 8-12-1977 
1976 Aloysius Tavoro 1954 Solomon islands 8-12-1977 
1976 George Otoia 1956 Solomon Islands 

1977 Peter Iarae 1958 Papua New Guinea 8-12-1978 
1977 Peter Sindau 1957 Papua New Guinea 8-12-1978 

( 
1977 Luke Kipa 1959 Papua New Guinea 
1977 Chanel Sus ton 1955 Papua New Guinea 8-12-1978 
1977 Matthew Houaisuta 1957 Solomon Islands 
1977 Jack Watealaha 1952 _Solomon Islands 8-12-1978 
1977 Gabriel Alabeti 1955 Solomon Islands 8-12-1978 
1977 John Vekea 1957 Solomon Islands 
1977 Joachim Dioko 1955 Solomon Islands 8-12-1978RIP 
1977 John Vincent 1958 Fiji 
1977 Mateo Salelayawa Fiji 
1977 Esala Rakabuta 1958 Fiji 20-1-1979 
1977 William Kaufuti Fiji 
1977 Kalolo Hunt 1958 Western Saaoa 8-12-1978 

1978 Joachim Igil 1957 Papua New Guinea 1981 
1978 John Luguna 1953 Papua New Guinea 7-12-1979 
1978 Joseph Gaunala 1958 Papua New Guinea 
1978 Kevin Stoni 1958 Papua New Guinea 1-1-1980 
1978 John Robert Nomonu 1958 Papua New Guinea 1-1-1980 
1978 Timothy Matthew 1956 SolOlllon Islands 1-1-1980 
1978 Rafaele Roqica 1958 Fiji 
1978 Kusitino Nadri 1958 Fiji 7-12-1979 
1978 Iakopo uti 1958 Western Samoa 7-12-1979 

1979 Daniel Abari 1959 Solomon Islands 

1980 Lambert Mann 1959 Papua New Guinea 1981 
1980 Joseph Mwertaka 1952 Fiji (Rabi) 
1980 Solomoni Ravouvou 1960 Fiji 
1980 Felise 'Ulupano 1954 Tonga 10-7-1981 

1981 No entry 

1982 Clement Kapae 1957 Papua New Guinea 8-9-1983 
1982 Augustine Famaelia 1930 Solomon Islands 8-9-1983 
1982 Henry Ugini 1957 Solomon Islands 29-10-1983 
1982 Alipate Mar 1962 Fiji 8-9-1983 . 
1982 Samuela Toga 1956 Fiji 8-9-1983 
1982 Remesio Koroiveibau 1962 Fiji 29-1-1984 
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Entered 
Lomeri 

1983 Emil Tong 
1983 Me1i Weileilakeba 
1983 Mika Liga 
1983 Noa Raboi1iku 

1984 Jack Kalisito 
1984 Joe Akwasita10a 
1984 Aborosio Raroqica 
1984 Alefosio Pesamino 
1984 Mareko Aumua 
1984 Asema Williams 
1984 Tuiniua Fa'apoi 

1985 Iakobo Laisenia 
1985 Isireli Kasainiseva 

1986 Dominic Alebua 
1986 Martin Tsuki 
1986 Lolesio Lisati 
1986 Falanisisi Ierome 
1986 Siaosi Ioane 
1986 Ikenasio Lataimua 

1987 Gerard Hambasombi 
1987 Severino Lausao 
1987 Sanele Muamua 

1988 John Kulagi Halamo 
1988 Tuvili Kamikamica 
1988 Su1iano Qa1inaqa 
1988 Tioera Ioane 
1988 Tabuki Temaewe 
1988 Tiban Kanono 
1988 Kauongo Tiaon 

1989 Eneriko Waisele 
1989 Richard Nautu 
1989 James Skelton 
1989 Tawaia Makin 
1989 Taatite Babetara 
1989 Iokaara Beia 
1989 Nikora Beia 
1989 Maritino 
1989 Roger Malcorn 
1989 Sesu, Anthoni Samy 
1989 Arockiasamy, A. 

ADMISSIONS ---

Year of 
Birth 

Country 

1960 Papua New Guinea 
1955 Fiji 
1962 Fiji 
1962 Fiji 

1962 Solomon Islands 
1958 Solomon Islands 
1964 Fiji 
1951 Western Samoa 
1963 Western Samoa 
1962 Western Samoa 
1960 Tonga 

1964 Fiji 
1962 FIJI 

1965 Solomon Islands 
1963 Solomon Islands 
1962 Western Samoa 
1964 Western Samoa 
1965 Western Samoa 
1961 Tonga 

1961 Papua New Guinea 
1959 Solomon Islands 
1963 Western Samoa 

1965 Papua New Gunea 
1964 Fiji 
1964 Fiji 
1965 Kiribati 
1965 Kiribati 
1965 Kiribati 
1964 Kiribati 

1965 Fiji 
1965 Fiji 
1968 Western Samoa 
1966 Kiribati 
1966 Kiribati 
1967 Kiribati 
1966 Kiribati 
1966 Kiribati 
1966 Vanuatu 
1965 India 
1965 India 

First 
Profession 

6-10-1984 

6-10-1984 

17-11-1985 
17-11-1985 
17-11-1985 
17-11-1985 
17-11-1985 
17-11-1985 
17-11-1985 

15-11-1986. 
15-11-1986 

14-11-1987 
14-11-1987 
14-11-1987 
14-11-1987 
14-11-1987 
14-11-1987 

12-11-1988 
12-11-1988 

11-11-1989 

11-11-1989 
11-11-1989 
11-11-1989 

10-11-1990 

10-11-1990 
10-11-1990 
10-11-1990 

10-11-1990 
10-11-1990 
10-11-1990 
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Piret 
Ent.r.d Prof·eeion 
LoIl.ri Y.ar of 

Birth .... Counta 

1990 Mefi Naufahu 1968 Tonga 
1990 Bosco Taburea 1966 Kiribati 
1990 Uatu Bubutei 1969 Kiribati 9-11-1991 
1990 Savariauthu V. 1966 India 9-11-1991 
1990 Chrietophe Mu1uan. 1966 vanuatu 9-11-1991 

( 1991 Ba1eikorodawa Leronio 1968 Piji 14-11-1992 
1991 Aloisio Muavesi 1969 Fiji 14-11-1992 
1991 John Bazelaan 1968 Weet.rn Saaoa 14-11-1992 
1991 Rianimarewe Betero 1967 Kiribati 

1992 A. John Peter 1965 India 1993 
1992 Gabriel Karahu 1965 Solomon Islands 
1992 Guy Joe '1uangi 1968 Papua Mew Guin.a 1993 
1992 Harold Parisurimahuara 1970 Solomon Islands 1993 
1992 Kelly Wamuk 1968 Papua New Guinea 
1992 Arobati Tautua 1970 Kiribati 1993 

1993 Daniel Manangalaa 1969 Soloaon Ielande 1994 
1993 Jack Bapilitz 1968 Papua Mew Guinea 1994 
1993 Tony Mal .. o 1965 Papua Mew Guinea 1994 

1994 No entry 

1995 Alphonse Wera 1972 Papua new Guinea 
1995 Godwin Parnafugi 1968 Papua New Guinea 
1995 John Malina 1965 Papua Mew Guinea 16-11-1996 
1995 John Tukana 1971 Papua new Guinea 16-11-1996 
1995 Ioane Tokaua 1971 Kiribati 16-11-1996 
1995 Mark Poro 1965 So10a0n Ielande 16-11-1996 
1995 Lino Vira 1967 Vanuatu 16-11-1996 
1995 P·aecal Taval 1973 Vanuatu 16-11-1996 

1996 Simon Emil 1970 Papua New Guinea 
1996 Simon Serero 1970 Papua New Guinea 
1996 Martin Salo 1971 Solomon Islands 
1996 Afaese Tapua1a 1971 Western Samoa 
1996 Arockiasamy Alexander 1966 India 

1997 
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clement HcGOugan 

Br. Felix Kaneana 

Br. CIemenI MeGoupn 

Brother Clement was 
Novice master at Lomeri 
during the years 1975 
and 19'76. He was born on 
the 3rd October 1935, 
and died on the 23rd 
May, 1996, aged 60. 

The Lomeri Novitiate was 
Br. Clement's first 
appointment in Fiji. He 
spent the rest of his 
life here, and at the 
time of his death, was 
the Director of Catholic 
Education. 

Br. Felix Koneana 

Br. Felix was born on 
the 25th July, 1952, 
and was called to rest 
on the 30th January, 
1996. He was buried at 
Tsiroge in 
Bougainvi1le, and is 
the first Papua New 
Guinean Brother to die 
in the Institute. 

Br. -Felix was a Novice 
at Lomeri in 1972 and 
1973, and returned in 
1988 as a member of 
the staff. 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 
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