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Looking at the 
map of the world, 
we see an immense 
circular lake, 
bounded by Ame· 
rica on the east 
and Asia on the 
west, extending 
north and south as 
far as the poles. 
This circular lake is 
the Pacific Ocean, 
which with its 
diameter of 12,000 miles measures half the circum
ference of the earth and covers a third of its 
surface; the parts above water, the islands, 
excluding those on the south east, which look like 
pieces broken off the Asiatic continent, and are now 
generally looked upon as part of Asia, form the fifth 
part of the world, called Oceania. 
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1. THE PIONEERS OF THE GOSPEL 

IN THE PACIFIC. 

On December 24, 1836, the first Marist missionaries, 
chosen by their Founder, the Venerable Father Colin, 

Venerable Father Colin. 

set sail for this remote region from the port of Havre 
in France. They were seven in number, four Fathers 
and three Brothers, under the leadership of Bishop 
Pompallier, Vicar Apostolic of Western Oceania. 
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Their Superior, Father Chanel, was thirty years of 
age. Born in France, in the little hamlet of La Po
tiere, near Cuet, in the district of La Bresse, he began 
his studies under a parish priest of the neighbourhood, 
Father Trompier. In Father Trompier's home and 

Blessed Peter Challel. 

later, at college and in the Seminary, the young 
Peter Chanel was a model of application to work and 
of piety. After his ordination he was employed for 
some years in parish work. In his heart burnt a 
double love, the love of the Blessed Virgin, which 
one day made him write, with the blood which escaped 
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from a slight wound, his motto: " Tu love Mary 
and to make her loved " ; and the love of souls, 
especially of the poor heathens, who knew nothing 
of OUf Lord and His Blessed Mother. This led him 
to the Society of Mary and, in 1836, he was chosen to 
take charge of the first convoy of Marist missionaries 
to Oceania. Father Chanel was gentle and humble, 
almost timid. But Our Lady was to show how she 
loved these Marist virtues of gentleness and modesty 
by giving him the martyr's crown. 

Father Bataillon, seven years younger than 
Father Chanel, was of a much dilTerent character. 
He was ardent, energetic and determined. Born at 
Saint-Cyr-Ies-Vignes, in the diocese of Lyons, 
educated at the diocesan school of L'Argentiere, 
curate for some years in a country parish, he too 
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dreamt of the harvest of heathen souls and thus was 
also lead to the young Society of Mary. He was to 

Bishop Batalilon. 

sow the seed, to water.it with the sweat of his brow as 
did Father Chanel with his blood, but also to behold 
it ripen and to die a Bishop in the converted island, 
after forty years of wonderful apostolate. 
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The other missionaries were Father Bret, from the 
same district as Father Chanel, his schoolmate and 
friend; Father Servant , from the diocese of Lyons; 
and three Brothers, Marie-Nizier, Joseph Luzy and 
Michael Columban, all three from the Congregation 
of the Marist Brothers, founded by the Venerable 
Father Champagnat. 

The first vIctIm that God cho!!.e among these 
apostles for the conversion of Oceania was Father Bret. 
On leaving the Canary Islands, where the vessel had 
been obliged to touch for repairs, he was attacked by 
a violent fever. " I am nearing the end", he said 
to Father Chanel, " I thank you for all your care. I 



-14 -

feel the full happiness of dying a Marist ". He died 
in peace and his body went to sanctify the waters of 
that Ocean, the islands of which he had dreamt of 
conquering for Christ. This death brought redeeming 
grace to the ship's crew. Up to this they had been 
respectful to the missionaries, but indifferent to 
religious matters. With one exception they were all 
converted and, at Valparaiso, where Bishop Pompal- , 
lier said mass, they gave the edifying example of a 
general communion, 

Some months later, another vessel, the" Raiatea", 
landed, on Nov. 1st, 1837, Father Bataillon and' 
Brother Joseph on the island of Wallis, and on 
Nov. 9, Father Chanel and Brother Marie-Nizier on 
Futuna; finally on January 10, 1838, Bishop Pom
pallier, Father Servant and Brother Columhan cast 
anchor in the Bay of Hokianga, in the north of 
New Zealand. 
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1. The apostle of Wallis. 

Uvea, which the Englishman Wallis called after 
himself when he discovered it in 1767, is a small 
island, almost round in shape, about eight miles 
across ; it is encircled by a " girdle of green islets, 

Preparing the "ka,'a". national drink 
of the Polynesian. 

like a beautiful collar of emeralds with the coral sea 
as a casket". The natives are Polynesians, with 
pleasant features, shapely limbs, a dignified bearing. 
But their morals were those of the savage ; if 
cannibalism had ceased for some yeal's, tribal wars 
were continually raging, and with them slavery, and 
the degradation of women and children. Their whole 

2 
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religion consisted in fearing their gods and trying to 
avert their anger. They offered to them the worst 
portion of their harvest, crying out: " Ye gods whom 
we invoke, cease to be unkind to us : look at the fine 
fruits we ofTer you." 

Po1ynesian. 

On landing, Father Bataillon and Brother Joseph 
obtained permission from the king Lavelua and -his 
prime minister to stop on the island. During the first 
months there, Father Bataillon spent all his time in 
learning the language. At last the day came when 
he announced his intention to preach the Gospel and 
start the conversion of the natives to the Catholic 
religion. It was on April 12, Holy Thursday that 
year, the anniversary of Father Bataillon's first 
communion. On the morning of that day, the 
missionary celebrated Holy Mass for the first time 
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before a native. In the evening he said to a young 
chief: " We have left our country, said good bye to 

Young Polynesian ChIef. 

our relatives and friends and come away in spite of 
their tears in order to teach you to know the true 
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God whom we adore, whom you do not know. Were 
we to die at the task, we shall be happy to die that 
you may live happily on earth and in heaven to 
which we shall lead you." - "Your plan is fine ", 
said the young chief, " your love for us is great, your 
religion attracts me ; win over the king and the island 
will be with you". Five days later, on Easter 
Tuesday, the king assisted a~ mass for the first time, 
and was delighted. After that, Father Bataillon 
began to go through the villages preaching the faith. 
He was well received everywhere and the IQtu or 
Catholic religion began to spread in Wallis. By 
October 1838, less than a year after his arrival, there 
were a tbousand catechumens. 

But Satan was not going to give up without a 
struggle. A relative of the king, the" Great Warrior", 
attacked the catechumens, burnt their huts, made 
them prisoners and had them well beaten. Some 

Polynesian Houses. 
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relapsed, others took refuge in a little island ofT the 
coast, under the same young chief who had encouraged 
the missionary. These decided to defend themselves 

A r\ative rrorn Wallis . 

and then took place the incident which brought about 
the conversion of the island. 

One day, on the sea shore, the two armies were 
facing each other. Father' Bataillon had given his 
Christians, as a standard, a piece of white cloth, with 
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the picture of the Blessed Virgin on it. He said to 
them: " Be not afraid, .this banner will go round the 
island. Do not attack, but you may defen d 

Father Bataillon checks the pagans with the stand ard or Our Lady. 

yourselves." Then, as he tells us, " while our fervent 
soldiers were all reciting the Rosary, I went forward 
alone towards the enemy, and, strong in the strength 
of God whose cause I was defending, ; strong in the 
protection of the Blessed Virgin, in whom I fully 
trusted, I called out loudly several times these words 
of the prophet : " Let God arise and his enemies be 
scattered In At the very moment the natives 
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stopped short and stood as if struck by stupor. They 
tried to encourage one another ; it was no use ; one 
would have thought that their blood was frozen in 
their veins. At last, after three days and nights, 
they abandoned their position and left the Christians 
masters of the field of battle. 

After this victory the missionary did not remain 
idle. With his standard he made a triumphant tour 
around the island. Soon, with the exception of king 
Lavelua who separated from his people, and his 
brother Pooi who fled in a pirogue, tbe whole island 
was converted. Then Father Chevron came from 
Futuna to belp Fatber Bataillon in tbe instruction of 
the catechumens. Four churches were built and, in 
1842, Bishop Pompallier could baptise and confirm 
2500 natives. In spite of an attempt made by the 
Protestants, Wallis remained and has remained all 
Catholic to the present day. 
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2. The martyr of Futuna. 

Futuna is the sister isle of Wallis. Situated nearly 
in the same latitude, thirteen miles long and five 
broad, it presents to the traveller coming over the 
ocean the enchanting appearance of a basket of green 
shrubs rising high above the blue waters. Like the 
Wallisians, the people of Futuna are of the Polynesian 
race, but they were then much fiercer. Cannibalism 

On the coast or Futuna. 

had raged in full horror; the frenzy for eating human 
flesh had gone to such lengths that war did not bring 
enough victims and they hunted those of their own 
tribe, slaughtered members of their own family in 
order to eat them. Mothers were seen to cook their 
children. Thus from four thousand inhabitants, the 
population fell to barely a thousand. At last, about 
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twenty years before the arrival of the missionaries, the 
king, Niuliki, forbade the eating of human flesh. But 
of their savage customs there still remained the love 
of figh ting and the custom of infanticide ; mothers 
smashed the heads of their little children against a 
stone or buried them alive in the sand. 

To the conversion of these monsters came 
Father Chane!. Favourably received by the king, 
lodged and provisioned by him in his own hut, 
declared " tapu ", that is sacred, the Father began 
studying the language. Not being able to preach at 
first, he was going about the island, scattering Hail 
Marys from his rosary, baptising infants in danger of , 
death, endearing himself to all, especially to the 
children: he was called" the man with the good heart". 
In 1839, Father Bataillon paid him a visit and, as he 
knew the language better, going over the island with 

Polynesian children. 

Father Chane!, he announced the word of God. The 
people began to move and catechumens presented 
themselves. The ripening harvest gave excellent 
hopes. 
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A war which broke out in 1839 destroyed these 
hopes. The king changed his favourable disposition. 
He no longer sent food to the missionary, but 
encouraged his people to plunder him and took ofT 

Martyrdom or Blessed Chane!. 

the tapu which had made him sacred. Finally when 
he saw the number of catechumens increasing, 
especially when he heard that his son Meitala had 
joined them, he became furious. Not unlike Henry II 
with Saint-Thomas a Becket, he seemed to appeal to 
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some one to deliver him from this priest. On 
April 28, 1841, the missionary had made his meditation 
early, as his custom was, said his mass and recited 
his breviary. As he was feeding his poultry, the 
murderers rushed into his hut, pillaged the vestments, 
struck him a blow with a club and felled him to the 
ground; wiping the blood from his wound, with no 
word of complaint, he repeated: " It is good! it is 
good! death is a gain to me." Then the leader of 
the assassins, Musumusu, seized an axe and drove it 
into the Father's head. Oceania had its first martyr. 

The natives declared that at the same moment a 
violent clap of thunder broke out in the clear sky. 
This marvel, the death, in great agony, of Niuliki 
and his chief adviser, but especially the stream of 
grace brought down on the island by the blood of the 
martyr, soon accomplished for Futuna, what the 
valiant faith of Father Bataillon had done for Wallis. 
When, in January 1842, the French gunboat, 
" l'Allier ", came to demand the body of the martyr, 
the natives begged that a missionary should be sent 
to them and, about a year and a half later, all the 
natives, about a thousand, were baptised and 
Futuna, like her sister Wallis, reproduced the 
Christianity of the primitive church. 
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Glori flcation of Blessed Chanel. 
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3. Among the Maoris of New Zealand. 

After having left Father BaLaillon at Wallis and 
Father Chanel at Futuna, the" Raiatea " brought 

./ 

A tattooed Maori Head. 

Bishop Pomp allier, Father Servant and Brother 
Michael Columban to New Zealand, where they landed 
on January 10, 1838. 
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New Zealand lies about 1200 miles south east of 
Australia; it includes two large islands with a total 
length of 1000 miles and a breadth of 180 to 250. 
Situated almost at the antipodes of western Europe, 
it enjoys, like Europe, varying temperate climates, 

The volcano or Ngauruhoe, N. Z. 

beauty and diversity in its landscapes and an 
incomparable wealth of production. It has its Alps 
in the south, with glaciers and eternal snow, its rivers 
witb majestic course, its torrents with leaping 
cascades; we find there the lakes of Scotland and the 
fiords of Norway, \'rhile the volcanic region in the 
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north with its hot lakes and springs and its marvellous 
geysers make New Zealand almost unique in its 
attractions. The natives, called Maoris, are of all 

::\l aorl sculpture. 

the islanders in the Pacific, those · who resemble 
Europeans the most. Of Polynesian race, they had 
no doubt, the ignorance, vices and barbarity of the 
other Polynesians. They were cannibals in the olden 
days. But missionaries as well as explorers agree 
in recognising in them qualities whi ch seem the 
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endowment of civilised peoples. Gifted with 
marvellous memory, with quick and accurate intel
ligence, they were and remain artists, poets and 
orators. 

In the beginning the New Zealand mission was 
very successful. Welcomed joyfully at Hokianga in 
the north island, by a fine Iri sh settler, Mr Poynton, 
Bishop Pompallier and Father Servant began at once 
to preach the Gospel. Conversions were numerous. 
On June 29, 1838, in solemn ceremony, the Bishop 
installed a statue of Our Lady on a throne and pro
claimed her Queen of New Zealand. The year 
following two convoys of three missionaries and, in 
1841, five Marist Fathers and seven Marist Brothers 
came to second the efforts of the first apostles. No 
doubt they had to struggle and suITer; but neither 
the loneliness, their greatest trial, nor the want of 
resources, nor the difficulty of travelling in a country 
filled with water courses and high mountains, could 
slacken their zeal. They held on and in the end won 
the victory. When the natives saw these priests, 
without family ties, without money, without support, 
coming to their forts and villages, they admired, they 
were touched, they were converted. In a report 
sent to Propaganda in 1841, Bishop Pompallier 
counted 45000 catechumens and a thousand neo
phytes. Three years later there were five thousand 
neophytes. Unfortunately in later years the wars 
between the Maoris and the British hindered 
missionary work considerably. 

3 

I 
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4. The two saintly missionaries of Tonga. 

The martyr
dom of Father 
Chanel, the 
conversion of 
Wallis and 
the early suc
cess of Bishop 
Pomp allier in 
New Zealand 

attracted the attention of the Catholic world and 
especially of the Holy See to the missions of Oceania. 
To favour this movement the Pope created a new 
vicariate, that of Central Oceania and named Father 
Bataillon its Vicar Apostolic and Bishop. The 
latter continued the evangelisation of Tonga and 
soon began that of Samoa and Fiji. 

Tonga is the group that Captain Cook had named 
the Friendly Islands; later on, within a few years, 
the crews of four ships were massacred there. 
Besides, the Tongans were specially distinguished for 
their pride and their laziness ; they considered 
themselves a superior race and heartily despised the 
white man; they preferred to suffer hunger rather 
than work and passed most of their time in sleeping. 
"Good sleeping", was their favourite form of 
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greeLing. FaLher Chevron was left there in 1842 by 
Bishop Pomp allier to evangelise these natives. 

Father Chevron. 

Delicate in body, gentle in mind, with a sensltlve 
heart, affectionate, much attached to his family, 
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Father Chevron had apparenUy none of the qualities 
which go to make a missionary ; but he had been 
known at the seminary to spend Holy Thursday, all 
day and nearly all night, before the Blessed Sacrament 
and, at Montanges, where he was parish priest, his 
parishioners had said of him: " He is a saint, he can 
do anything." When he arrived at Tonga, king 

Va\'au H ..rbour. 

George, "the 'apoleon of the Pacific ", Wesleyan, 
had conquered and converted the whole group to 
Wesleyanism and was besieging, in the fort of Pea 
the last followers of Paganism. Father Chevron 
bravely shut himself in with the besieged heathens, 
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""'atber Breton. 
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80 as to sow the good seed among them. When Pea 
was captured, he obtained from king George liberty 
of conscience for the Catholics. He died at Tonga, 
after converting a great part of the island, honoured 
and esteemed by Wesleyans as well as by Catholics. 

To the name of Father Chevron must be added 
that of Father Breton, the hermit and apostle of 
Vavau. During ten years, he remained alone in this 
distant island of Oceania, suffering the ill treatment 
of the natives, living their life, having no bread, no 
meat, no house even, for he had given his house: to a 
poor European ; he passed his nights in prayer at 
the foot of the altar and his days in sowing the seed 
of the word of God. And the seed did not spring up; 
no one was converted. He died as he had lived, 
alone, attended by a catechist, without the Sacraments 
of the Church to console him. But scarcely had he 
breathed his last, when the whole island was in 
commotion; Wesleyans and Catholics united to give 
him a princely funeral ; everywhere " the saint" was 
held in honour. Like Blessed Chanel by the martyr
dom of blood, Father Breton, by the martyrdom of 
suffering, brought forth a new body of Catholics to 
the Church. 
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5. The apostle of the Na"igators . 

To the north of Tonga lie the islands or Samoa, 
which Captain Cook called the Navigators, on 
account of the skill of the natives in managing their 

Amoog the Navigators ot Samoa, 

canoes and their fondness for travel. These natives, 
with the Maoris, are considered the finest and most 
intelligent of the Polynesian race. 

Unfortunately, when Fathers Violette and Rou
daire arrived, they found that calumnies had been 
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scattered broadcast against the Catholic priests. 
For ten years the valiant missionaries fought against 
the hostile forces, like Father Chevron at Tonga. 
Their patience was at length rewarded and prepared 
the way for the movement of conversion, which grew 

BiShOp Eiloy. 
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especially strong under the direction of Bishop Elloy. 
Father Elloy arrived in Samoa in i856, was 
consecrated Bishop by Mgr Bataillon in the modest 
cathedral of Apia in 1864 and died in 1878. During 

this comparatively short career, he endeared himself 
to all Samoans, brought many into the fold of the 
Church and well deserved the title that was given him 
of " Apostle of the Navigators ". 
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6. Captain Breheret at Fiji . 
The archipelago of Fiji, or Viti , lies between the 

Polynesian groups of Samoa and Tonga and the 
Melanesian groups of New Caledonia, New Hebrides 

Fijia n PirlJgue. 

, 
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Fatber Br~heret. 



- 42-

and Solomons. Its inhabitants, of mixed race, were 
held to be amongst the fiercest of Oceania. Public 
meals of human flesh took place there as late as 1877. 
White settlers were witnesses of such scenes ; and 
missionaries saw children gnawing a bone with 
human flesh on it and were greeted with: "Look 
Father, it is nice." "Y ou, white people " said 
king Thacombao to a sea captain, " you have oxen; 
that is why you do not eat men. For me, men are 
my oxen". "Every time that a slave had been 
crushed by his princely teeth", says Reclus, the 
French geographer, " a certain chief put a big stone 
in a particular spot", a primitive but exact book
keeping. Though not very old when he died the 
stones made quite a small hill. He had eaten eight 
hundred and seventy two" long pigs ". 

On these cruel islands, on the 11th of August 
1844, Bishop Bataillon accompanied to the shore 
Father Breheret with two missionaries and two 
catech ists. Then he went back on board his schooner 
and, while he intoned the Te Deum, Father Breheret 
was seen to raise the crucifix and plant it on the 
soil of Fiji. The action was significant, the cross 
was to be Father Breheret's portion. Later on, 
Bishop Bataillon wrote: " I found him in a state that 
brought tears to my eyes. He has had nothing but 
crosses to offer to Almighty God. Happily God has 
given this magnanimous missionary a highly 
tempered soul. He is perhaps the most extraordinary 
missionary that ever lived under the Oceanian sky. 
His immense faith gives him incredible energy and 
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Fijian H ut. 
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an even temper. Never have I seen the slightest 
frown on his brow. He is always calm and steadfast, 
like a rock beaten by a storm." But the triumph 
follows the cross. After having for twelve years 
sailed the Fijian seas, on his boat, the " Morning 
Star ", wiLh his rosary in one hand and the helm in 
Lhe other, " Captain Breheret " saw Lhe dawn of a 
brighter day rise over his mission ; conversions 

multiplied. In 1869, he was appointed Prefect 
Apostolic : there were then 9000 catechumens. At 
length a day came, after fifty four years of apostolate, 
when the valiant missionary, having got up at five 
o'clock that morning, as his custom was, rung the 
community bell, celebrated mass, worked in the ' 
garden, and visited a sick person, was seen to collapse 
on the grass; not long after, having been anointed, 
he breathed his last" like a child who falls, overcome 
with sleep, into his mother's arms n. His death 
caused public mourning, his funeral was a triumph. 
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A journalist wrote about him, " Such men are an 
honour to humanity". We may add, " Such Saints 
are an honour to the Church " . 
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7. The (irst Bishop of the Kanakas of 
New Caledonia. 

To the west of Polynesia, somewhat south, and 
half way to Australia, stretches the prolonged oval 
island of ew Caledonia ; and to the north, near 

ew Guinea, the chain of islands called the Solomons. 
In 1843, the Holy See put i\"ew Caledonia in charge 
of Bishop Bataillon's Coadjutor, Bishop Douarre, and 
in 184.7, made it a distinct Vicariate. In 1844, all 
the northwestern portion of Central Oceania was 

detached to form the 
Vicariate of Melanesia and 
Micl'onesia, and given over 
to Bishop Epalle. These 
islands were peopled by 
Kanaks of the Melanesian 
race, as black and degraded 
as the worst tribes of 
African negroes. They 
cost much blood and suf
fering to our missionaries, 

On December 21, 1843, Bishop Douarre landed in 
New Caledonia with fOUl' missionaries. They held 
out for foUl' years, defying hunger, fever, the 
continuolls attacks of the natives, and, what was 
most cruel, failure . On July 19, 18!17, the natives 

. attacked the Fathers' house, plundered it and set fire 

I 

\ 



A native House in New Caledonia. 
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to it. During the pillage the Fathers escaped, but a 
poor Lay Brother, wounded the day before, Brother 
Blaise Marmoiton, was killed by a native with an 
axe. Before he died, Brother Blaise said : " Yes, I 
pardon them and may my death be the salvation of 
their souls!" This death - this martyrdom we 

Bishop Douarre. 

may say - since Rome has accepted the introduction 
of the cause of Brother Blaise as a martyr, has helped 
in the evangelising of New Caledonia. Twice driven 
out, Bishop Douarre and Father Rougeyron, two 
strongwilled natives of Auvergne, clung to their dear 
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Bishop Douarrf' consacrates New CaledonJa to the Blessed Virgin. 
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mission. The Bishop died there, a victim to his own 
zeal, but Father Rougeyron lived on and had the 

Martyrdom or Brother Blaise Marmoitou. 

happiness of converting a number of the n,atives 
before his death (1902) the number of neophytes had 
risen to almost 30.000. 
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8. The martyrs of the Solomons. 

Nearly a Lhousand miles to the north of New 
Caledonia and 600 miles to the east of New Guinea, 
stretching in a south-east direction from the equator, 
lie the Solomon Islands : BougainviUe, Choiseul, 

A double-pirogue in New Caledonia. 

Ysabel, Guada1canal, Malaita, San Cristoval. They 
were inhabiLed by fierce savage Melanesians, hostile 
to all civilisation. Nevertheless Father Colin sent 
there, in 1845, a convoy of fourteen missionaries: one 
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Bishop, Mgr Epalle, seven priests and six brothers. 
On Saturday, December 12, they moored before the 

island of Ysabel. On 
W ednesday, December 
16, Bishop Epalle, 
two Fathers and a 
Brother, with an officer 
and some sailors, land- -
ed unarmed and went 
towards the huts. Im
mediately the savages 
raised their war cry 
and surrounded t hem. 
Tbe chief raised his 
tomabawk mid struck 
tbe Bishop, who stag
gel'ed and fell ; the 
officer, a Fatber and 
thc Broth e r were 
woun ded. They 
managed however to 
reach the boat, carry
ing their Bishop, who 
was still breathing ; 
but the wound was 
mortal and two days 
later he expired. 

Asin New Caledonia, 
A Solomon \\'arrlor. the missionaries clung 

obstinately to this land , which had drunk the blood 
of tbeir brethren: the unhealthiness of the climate, 
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Bishop Epall e. 

the ferocity of the natives, seemed to persist in 
repelling them. At Makira, in the island of San Cris
toval, where they tried to found another station, 
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Bishop Douarre, coming to see them, found eight 
Fathers ill out of nine. A year later, Father Crey 
died at the age of twenty four. Then Father Jacquet, 
Father Paget and Brother Hyacinth were killed and 
eaten by the cannibals. The successor of Bishop 
Epalle, Bishop Colomb died soon after, worn out by 
fever. Next, it was Father Villien's turn. In four 

A Solomon Pirogue. 

years, the Society of Mary had lost seven of her 
children in the Solomons. 

The time had come for her to withdraw her 
missionaries from this post of hono':!r. Two reasons 
forced her to this painful decision. First, prudence: 
to stay meant to sacrifice more Jives, with hardly 
any hope of s~ccess. Second, the other fields confided 
to the care of the Society of Mary were claiming 
more and more missionaries; there the harvest seemed 
to be ready for the harvesters. With a heavy heart 
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Father Paget, devoured by the cannibals 
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the few missionaries, remaining from the valiant 
troop that had fought by the side of the two heroic 
Bishops, abandoned the cruel islands and were 

A Solomon Chief. 

scattered in the dilTerent apostolic fields of Oceania. 
This was in 1852. 

The Propaganda entrusted this archipelago to the 
Fathers of the Foreign Missions of ,Milan. But they 
too in their turn, at the end of four years, had to 
give up this field of apostolate, after leaving a martyr 
there also. 
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For almost 50 years the Solomon Islands remained 
without missionaries. In 1897, the Propaganda 
asked the Society of Mary to make a new tentative. 
The answer came without delay and in 1898 and 1899, 
our missionaries occupied a second time these savage 
lands, well determined to conquer or to die. Many 
died on the field of honour, no longer through the 

:MISSionaries and neophytes in the Solomons. 

club or the spear of the savages, t.hough several times 
they were within an inch of violent death, but through 
fever and other diseases of this unhealthy climate. 
However their deaLh was the price of a final victory, 
and, to-day, the Solomon Islands count among the 
most prosperous of the Marist Missions of Oceania. 
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II. THE ACTUAL STATE OF THE MARIST MISSIONS 

OF THE PACIFI C. 

In all, the Marists have now seven Vicariates in 
the South Sea Islands, without mentioning the Maori~ 
of New Zealand (1). They form a Province, the 

VlIIa Marla, Sydney. 

Province of Oceania, with its centre in Sydney, 
Australia, and a Provincial house at Villa Maria, 
Hunter's Hill, on one of the rivers which form the 
beautiful Sydney harbour. 

(1) The Marist Province 01 New Zealand has the care or the Maori 
Missions in the dioceses 01 Wellington and Christchurch, with centres 
at Otaki, Wairoa, Jerusalem and Wanganui. The 2150 Catholic 
Maoris, scattered over a vast area, are attended to by six missionaries. 
They have" native schools and 24 churches, but the natives meeting· 
house is used for the celebration of mass in numerous out s tations. 
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1. The Vicariate Apostolic ot Central Oceania. 

The Vicariate of Central 
Oceania, such as it is to
day, includes two groups 
of islands, Wallis and 
Futuna in the north, and 
the Tonga group further 
south. Wallis and Futuna 
are small islands, in theory . 
independent, but under 
tbe protectorate of France, 

with a resident in charge. The population of over 
6000 is entirely Catholic and has kept almost intact 

Chapel of the Bl essed Chancl at Pol, Fuluna. 
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its primitive fervour. There are seven stations or 
churches served by five missionaries and six native 
priests. At Poi, in the island of Futuna, an elegant 
polygonal chapel has been erected at the very place 

. I 
where FaLher Chanel received the crown of 
martyrdom. At Lano, in the island of Wallis, there 

T he Seminarians or Lano, 'VaWs. 

is a seminary which has educated sixteen native 
priests and at present has eight theologians and 
51 younger men and boys, in training for the 
priesthood. 

In the Tonga group, on the other hand, where the 
grand-daughter of old King George rules as Queen, 
the Catholics number only about 4000, wbile tbe 
Protestants are 21.000. But tbe liberty which 
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succeeded to the old persecution enables the Catholics 
to make progress. There are eight stations, with a 
college, nine missionaries and three native priests. 
The vicariate has a school for catechists at Maofaga 
and 51 schools for 2.600 children. The girls are 
taught by the Sisters of the Third Order Regular of 
Mary and by the Marist Sisters, in all 34, helped by 
some 40 native Sisters. 

2. The Vicariate Apostolic 0/ Samoa. 

The Archipelago of 
Samoa or the Navigators, 
admirably placed on the 
route which connects 
Australia with San Fran
cisco, was for a long time 
a subject of dispute 
between England, Ger
many and the United 
States, and the theatre 
of civil war between 
Malietoa, the chief named 

by the whites, and Mataafa, the supporter of Samoan 
independence. Mataafa was a noble figure of a 
Catholic chief. Rightful king, elected by the chiefs 
of the island, he courageously upheld his rights 
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against the partisans of Malietoa, but he could not 
hold out against the forces of civil ised nations. In 
1898 the war vessels of England and the United 
States bombarded for two months the island of 

l't1ataa(a. a Catholic Hero. 

Upolu and fired more than a thousand shells on the 
villages. 

Then it was that Mataafa showed himself a true 
Christian hero. A frightful tempest had thrown on 

5 
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the dangerous coral banks surrounding the harbour 
of Apia six out of seven foreign men-of-war which had 
bombarded the island. Of the enemies of Mataafa, 
many were drowned. He hastened with his men to 
the assistance of the others, rescued them from the 
threatening waters and treated them with the utmost 
kindness. In the time of paganism, all would have 

At Satune. Samoa. 

been mercilessly put to death ; under the Catholic 
Mataafa, not the slightest object was taken from 
them and they were sheltered and fed until vessels 
were sent by the hostile nations to take them away. 
Yet in the end Mataafa had to submit and the group 
was divided. The Germans took Upolu and Savaii, 
the Americans Tutuila. The English gave up their 
claim and kept only the little island of Tokelau; but 
they got in exchange several of the Solomon Islands, 
up to then occupied by the Germans. Since the 
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great war, German Samoa is under the mandate of 

New Zealand. 
The Vicariate Apostolic of Samoa has twelve 

stations, sixteen missionaries, 2 native priests, 

Catechists' School of Moamoa. 

12 Brothers, 31 European Sisters and 17 native 
Sisters. The Catholics number 10, 140, about a fifth 

or the population. 

3. The Vicariate Apostolic of Fiji. 

The Vicariate of Fiji has 21 mission stations 
scattered over six islands and is served by 29 Marist 
missionaries and an Indian priest. 

The schools, with 3,900 children, are taught by 
16 Marist Brothers, 21 Marist Sisters, 11 Sisters of 
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Saint-Joseph of Cluny, 43 Sisters of the Third Order, 
28 native Brothers and ?3 native Sisters. 

The Catholic population is 14,275 as against 
85,300 Protestants and 60,000 pagans. 

Church or Rotuma, Fiji. 

Fiji, an English colony, is peopled by a great 
number of English settlers and by Indians, recruited 
by them for plantation work. Two Fathers were 
sent to India to learn the language and now devote 
themselves with an Indian priest to the conversion 
of the Indian population of the Vicariate. 
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At Makogai the 
Government hasesta
blished a leper station 
for Indians, Chinese 
and even Europeans 
as well as for the 
natives of Fiji and 
of the neighbouring 
groups. They num
ber over 500. Twelve 
Sisters of the Third 
Order Regular, hel
ped by 15 native 
Sisters devote thein-

Father Nlcouleau, wbo died or leprosy selves to the care of 
contracted tn attendtng tbe lepers. 

these unfortunates. 

A missionary lives 011 the island to give the help 
of his ministry. Every day the Sisters go round 
on horseback, with their 
bandages and medical 
outfit to visit the diffe
reut leper stations, which 
are widely separated. 
From the religious point 
of view, there are many 
conversions especially 
among the Indians, who 
nearly all ask for baptism, 
at all events on their 
death-beds. 

A nursing SIster among tbe lepers. 

\ 
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4. The Vicariate Apostolic oj New Caledonia. 

New Caledonia is a French colony and served, for 
a long time, as a penal settlement. To-day there are 
only free colonists, to the number of 14,000. They 
live in Noumea, the capital, or work the mines in 
the mountains, or again farm on the plains and rear 

Catechism In New Ca ledonia. 

cattle. The missionaries attend to the spiritual 
needs of the white population. But they exercise 
their apostolate mostly among the natives. 

The Vicariate comprises 31 stations scattered over 
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the main island, the Islands of Pines, Belep, and the 
Loyalty Islands. There are 44 missionaries, helped 
in the schools by 30 Marist Brothers, 39 Sisters of 
Saint-J oseph of Cluny, 46 sisters of the Third Order 
Regular of Mary and 43 native Sisters. The Catholics 
number 25,497. The total population is 52,653. 

Toe Father's breakIas L. 

When the French separation law came into effect, 
the Vicar Apostolic had to leave his episcopal 
residence. The Catholics, by gifts and suhscriptions, 
had a new house built for him at the cost of 
75,000 francs. The Cathedral of ' oumea, a fine 
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building 240 feet long by 40 feet broad was also 
largely built by subscriptions. Situated at the 
entrance of the harbour, with its towers 100 feet 
high, it overlooks the whole town. The parish has 

French Girls' School, La Conception, New Caledonia. 

all the associations of large parishes in France 
conference of Saint-Vincent de Paul, Boys and young 
men's Clubs, girl'club, Third Order of Saint-Francis, 
Third Order of Mary, Parish Schools and a Home 
managed by the little Sisters of the Poor. 
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5. The Vicariate Apostolic of the New Hebrides. 

The archipelago of ,the New 
Hebrides is situated about 250 
miles to the north of New Cale
donia. It is governed by France 
and England, under what is 
called a Condominium. But 
until the end of the nineteenth 
century, it had remained a 
strange and mostly unknown 

land. Ecclesiastically, it was part of the Vicariate 
Apostolic of New Caledonia. As early as 1852, 

Le Chapeau, New HebrJdes. 

three missionaries had attempted to evangelise the 
little island of Tikopia in the northern part of the 
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• 

Chef Blrakabik, of 'Vallour, New Hebrides. 
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group, but all three perished, leaving no trace of 
their sojourn on the island. The last news received 
from them was tbat tbey were sutTering from 
fever and sbort of provisions. In 1886, the Vicar 
Apostolic of New Caledonia sent four missionaries to 

It'ather Ta),ac, who died at sea. 
Three miss ionari es and two Sisters , 
or the New Hebrides, lost lhcir li ves 

in "arlou! shipwrecks. 

occupy more central positions. In spite of untold 
sufferings, tbese positions were held and others were 
taken. 

In 1904, the Propaganda erected the Archipelago 
into an independent Vicariate. But the progress of 
the mission was slow and toilsome on account of the 
numerous and serious difficulties which the mission
aries had to face. 

The first -came from the natives themselves; their 
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beliefs were more brutalising than those of the natives 
of New Caledonia, and there still exist among them 
real secret societies in whose eyes Catholicism is the 
enemy. 

The second obstacle is the unhealthy climate of the 
country. Fever reigns there as lord paramount. 
The first missionaries all fell ill and several had to be 
recalled. Among the first victims was a Caledonian 
catechist, Benedict whose end was truly heroic. He 
offered his life for the life of his missionary, Father 
Vidil, then at the point of death; soon after (this 
generous sacri fice the catechist died and Father Vidil 
recovered. 

The third obstacle is the difficulty of recruiting and 
training able and numerous catechists. Protestant 
teachers are counted by hundreds, each receiving his 
monthly salary; the yearly' expenses go into thousands 
of pounds. This plentiful supply of teachers is bound 
to make an impression on the natives. Lack of 
sufficient material means paralyses the Catholic 
Mission, which, so far, has only been able to support 
a small number of catechists. 

In spite of the difficulties the mission is at last 
making progress. After thirteen years of existence, 
it only numbered a few catechumens ; to-day it has 
20 missionaries, 20 Sisters of the Third Order Regular, 
7 native Sisters and 3,500 Catholics; there are iliout 
10,000 Protestants and 56,000 Pagans. 
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6. The Vicariate Apostolic of the South Solomons. 

The Solomon Islands received 
their name from the Spaniards 
who, at the time of their disco
very, in 1568, thought they might 
well be the Ophir of the Bible, 
where the fleet of King Solomon 
came to gather the pure ' gold to 
adorn the Temple of Jerusalem. 

The missionaries found there riches far more precious 
than gold. Willingly they paid the price : acute 
sufTerings, physical and moral, sterility of efTorts 

A Chapel in tbe district of Visa le, British Solomons. 

during a long period, young and vigorous lives spent 
out in endeavour, the death in blood of a Bishop and 
four missionaries. Now the time has come to gather 
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in the rich reward, the only wealth sought by the 
missionary. The hour of God seems to have sounded; 
the harvest whitens ; the islands, which a few years 
ago were still the haunt of cannibals and head
hunters, call for missionaries, for catechists. 

Solomon Doys. 

To·day the Solomon Islands are divided in two 
missions. The Southern mission includes the greater 
part of the British Solomon Islands; Ysabel, where 
the first Bishop of Melanesia met a violent death on 
his first contact with the souls he had come to save; 

6 
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San Cristoval, the island of martyrs, where three 
'missionaries were ruthlessly cut to pieces, roasted and 

Training a Calechist in the SOlomons. 

devoured j Malaita, reputed until the last few years 
the most savage of the group j Guadalcanal, where 
several young missionaries died of fever or other 
tropical diseases. 
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The Vicariate, erected in 1921, counts 7 stations, 
17 missionaries, 18 Sisters of the Third Order of Mary, 
3 Brothers, 112 Catechists and 7,226 Catholics, 
neophytes or catechumens. 

7. The Vicariate Apostolic of the North Solomons. 

Greater again is the wealth of 
spiritual growth in the mission of 
the North Solomon Islands. The 
work was begun in 1889 on a 
land so far untouched by white 
men. The struggle was hard. 
There also the price paid was high. 
Three of th~ first missionarie s 
were stricken with fever and died 
within a short time of each other. 

For twenty years the sufferings were so great and-

A Sl,ter or the Third-Order R egular or Mary 
and her larger girls. 



• 
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the results so meagre, that the missionaries might 
well have lost all courage and all hope. But they 
were led by the saintly Father Forestier, first Prefect 
Apostolic, whom nothing could daunt. As it is 

~===== 
so often the case in the apostolate, the first genera
tion of missionaries did not know the joy of the 
harvest, but only the joy of obscure sacrifice. Tn 
1910, only 450 natives had been baptised. In 
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1920, the figure rose to 4,200. Since then, in spite 
of an exceedingly heavy mortality, the number of 
Catholics has never ceased to rise rapidly. 

The North Solomons formerly belonged to Ger
many but, since the Treaty of Versailles, they are 
under the mandate of the Australian Commonwealth 
with the exception of Choiseul and the Shortlands 
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which are attached to the British Solomons. They 
formed a Prefecture Apostolic till 1930, when they 
were raised to the rank of a Vicariate and Bishop 
Wade S. M., an American missionary, was named its 

first Vicar Apostolic. There are 17 stations, 20 mis· 
sionaries, 5 Bro~her8, 18 Sisters of the Third Order (1), 
225 Catechists, 12,514 baptised Catholics, 2,562 Cate· 
chumens, while the Protestants number 4,625 and 
the pagans about 40,000. The number of conversions 
in 1930 was 1,425. 

(t) The om , lal name 01 the Sisters 91 the Third O:der R egular 01 
.Mary is now : " The Missionary Sisters or the Society or Mary ". 
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The Marist Province of Oceania has seven Bishops, 
155 Marist priests, 20 teaching Marist Brothers, 
15 Lay Brothers, 190 European Sisters, 11 
native priests, 25 native Brothers and more than 
200 native Sisters. The number of Catholics is 
about 85,000. For such a vast expanse, this is but 
a small flock. Protestant opposition, religious 

indifference, the bad example of many of the 
settlers, the small number of missionaries for 
such scattered islands, have somewhat slackened the 
brilliant start of the early years in Wallis and Futuna. 
But if progress is slow, it is constant. 

Every year brings from two to three thousand 
conversions. Let the workers increase and the 
harvest will be greater: " The harvest indeed is great, 
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but the workers are few. Pray, ye, therefore, the 
Lord of the harvest that He may send many workers 
into His harvest!" Such is the refrain which is 
repeated, after Our Lord, by the missionary Bishops 
and Priests of Oceania. 

They ask for helpers, they ask for prayers. 

Queen of the Society or 'Mary, 
prolect the missions ot Oceania! 
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THE MARIST MISSIONS 
comprise the following stations. 

I. SAMOA GROUP (Via San Francisco). 

WESTERN SAMOA : 

U polu I slBnd: 
1. Apia. 
2. Moamoa. 

5. Latofaga. 
6. Salata. 

3. Falefa. 1. Leauva'a. 
4. Aleipata. 8. Leulumoega. 

Savai I sland: 
9. Safotulafal. 

10. Safotu. 
I H. Falealupo. 

AMERICAN SAMOA. 
Tutuila Island: 

12. Pago Pago. I 13. Leone. 

II. CENTRAL OCEANIA (Via San Francisco 
or Vancouver) . 

1. Nukualofa. 
2. Maofaga. 

TONGA GROUP. 

Ton ga Tabu Island: 
3. Mua. 

4. Haapai Islands (Lifuka). 
5. Vtloal< I slalrds . 
6. Niua Foou. 
1. Niua ToputapIL (Keppel). 

WALLIS AND FUTUNA GROUP (Via Levuka, Fiji). 
Island of· WaU;s. 

8. Lano. I 10. Mua. 
9. Malautu . H. Hihifo. 

Island of Futuna : 
i2. Alo. I i 3. Sigave. 
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III. FIJI GROUP (Via San Francisco or Vancouver). 

1. Suva. 
2. Rewa. 
3. Natovi. 
4. Naiserelagi. 
5. Ba. 
6. Lautoka. 

V iti Levu I slalld : 
7. Nasigatoka. 
8. Lomary. 
9. Bemana. 

10. Namosi. 
jj. Soloira. 

12. Kadavu I sland (Naidiri). 

13. Solevu. 
14. Na Savusavu. 

17. 

18. Levuka. 
19. Cawaci. 

Vanua Levu I sland: . I 15. Tunuloa. 
16. Nabala. 

Tap, uni Island (Wairiki). 

O,.alau I sland: I 20. Loreto. 

21. Ma '.ogai Island (Leper Settlement). 

Rotuma I sland: 
22. Faguta. I 23. Motusa. 

IV. NEW CALEDONIA (Via Sydney). 

1. Noumea. 
2. La Conception. 
3. St. Louis. 
•. PaJta. 
5. La Foa. 
6. Bourai!. 
7. Azareu. 
8. Poya. 
9. Kone. 

10. Bonde. 

21. La Roche. 

23. Nalhalo. 

.. 

Main I sland: 
H. Balade. 
12. Pouebo. 
13. Hienghene. 
14. Touho . 
15. Tye. 
16. Ponerihouen. 
17. Houailou. 
18. akeLy. 
19. Thio. 
20. Touaourou. 

LOVALTY I SLANDS: 

I.land of Mare. 
I 22. Penelo. 

I .land of Lifou : 
I 24. Gatcha. 
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I sland of Ouvtia : 
25. St. Joseph. I 26. Fayaoue. 

27. Eelep I sland. 
28. Pines' J sland. 

V. NEW HEBRIDES (Via Sydney). 

I sland of Vate (Sandwich) : 
1. Port Vila. I 2. Montmartre. 

3. Port Sandwich. 
4. Wala. 

6. Cra ig Cove. 
7. Sesivi. 

9. Wanour. 
10. Melsisi. 

I sland of Malicolo: 

I 5. Vao . 

I slalld of Ambrym: 

I 8. OIal. 

P en tecost ! sland: 

I 11 . Namaram. 
12. Loltong. 

I sland Espiritu Santo: 
:1 3. Canal du Segond. I :14. Port OIry. 

Island Aoba (L epers' Island) : 
15. Kagire. I 16. LoIopuepue. 

VI. SOUTJlERN SOLO~roN ISLA.t~S 

BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS (Via Syd ney). 

f. Visa le. 
2. Tangarare. 
3. Gausava. 

6. Wanoni Bay. 

7. Langa-Langa. 

I sland of Guadalcanar. 

I 
4. Avu Avu. 
5. Rua Valu. 

I sland of San Gris/oval: 

/ sialld of Mal" i/a : 
I 8. Rohinari. 
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VII. NORTHERN SOLOl\lON I SLANDS 

BRITISH SOLOMON I SLANDS (Via Sydneyj . 

Shortland J slands. 
1. Poporag. 

Choiseul I sland: 
2. Sirovaga. 

NEW GUINEA TERRITORV (Via Sydney) . 

Island 0/ Bougainville : 
3. Kiela. 
4. Koromira. 
5. Tunuru. 
6. Muguai (Buin). 
7. Turiboiru (Buin). 
8. Moluna. 

:14. Burunolui. 
15. Lemanmanu. 

9. Sovele. 
10. Banoni. 
11. Bu ka Passage. 
12. Timbutz. 
13. Teop. 

I sland of Buka : 

I 
16. Hanahan. 
17. Gagan. 

VII I. NEW ZEALAND (Maori Missions). 

1. Jerusalem (Wanganui Ri- I 
ver). 

2. Okalo. 

3. Otaki . 
4. Wairoa . 
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For furtber information on the Society of Mary and its foreign 
Missions, apply to the Rev. Fatber Superior oC any of the follOwing 
places; 

ROME. 

Villa Santa Maria, Via Alessan
dro Poerio, 63. Roma (H4). 

ENGLAND. 

Notre-Dame de France, 5, Lei
cester Place. liJnaon, W.C.2. 

St. Anne's Cburcb, Underwood 
Street. liJnaon, E.1. 

IR ELAND. 

89, Lr. Leeson Street. Dublin. 

Mount St. Mary's, Milltown. 
Dublin, S.4. 

U.S.A. 

Marist College, Brookland Sta
tion. Washington, D.C. 

Marist Seminary, Brookland Sta
tion. Washington, D.C. 

St.Mary's Manor, So. Langhorne, 
Pa. 

Sacred Heart Church, 335, Ivy 
Street. Atlanta, Ga. 

Church of the Holy Name oC 
Mary, 423, Olivier Street. 
Algi~rs, La. 

Our Lady of the Elms, Prince 
Bay. Slaten Island, New York. 

Notre-Dame des Victoires, 25, 
Isabella Street. BaSIOn, Mass. 

MaryvalP. Seminary, Spring Road. 
Bed/ord, Mass. 

Eglise Saint-Louis, 506, Cedar 
Street. St. Paul, Minn. 

Notre-Dame des Victoires, 566, 
Bush Street. San Francisco, 
Cal. 

CANADA. 

Juvonat des Peres Maristes. 
Sillery, P.Q. 

AUSTRALIA. 

St. Patrick's Presbytery, Church 
Hill. Sydney, N .S.W. 

Villa Maria, Hunter's Hill. 
Syd""y, N.S.W. 

S~. John's College. Lismore, 
N.S.W. 

NEW ZEALAND . 

St. Patrick's College. Wellington. 

St. Mary's,Boulcott St. IV cllingum 

Mount Albert. ArtCkland. 

St. Bede's College. Christchurch. 

lIabrique eft France . 

Lyon . - Imp. E. Vl'rrE, 18, rue de la Quarantain •. - 9105. 








