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The Many Faces of Love 
 
Readings: Song of Songs 2:8-10, 14, 16; 8;6-7; Psalm 102; 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:8; 1 John 
4:16; John 15: 9-12. 
 
Teresa and Stephen have chosen the scriptural readings that we have just heard for their 
wedding in order that we might reflect with them on what their marriage today means to 
them.  All of the readings are about love.  In a sense, this is not surprising, but I was 
delighted during their time of preparation when they were able to say how much in love 
they are.  Theirs is not a conventional wedding in the sense that they are older and past 
child-bearing age, but still it is the flame of love that brings them to this moment.  Over a 
long period of time, they have also shown genuine respect and care for one another.  Let us, 
then, reflect with them on the readings that we have just heard. 
 
The first reading is from the Old Testament book, The Song of Songs, which is a collection of 
five poems about King Solomon and his lover, attributed to him but most likely written by 
somebody else.  The poems are intimate and passionate but written with such beautiful 
imagery that they can be heard by children without scandal yet appreciated for what they 
are by those adults who are open to the richness of human love and to the imagery used.  In 
the whole book, God is mentioned only once – in a concluding appendix, which is added to 
our reading today of the second poem.  The body of this poem has the bride recalling her 
lover’s springtime visit. 
 
Why would such a collection of poems be included in the Bible?  We might say that it is 
because of their beauty and because of the stature of King Solomon.  A greater reason is that 
in both Old and New Testament times the poems were understood allegorically as 
expressions of God’s love for his people or of Christ’s love for the Church.  The mystics of the 
Christian tradition have read it as a statement of the experience of God’s love for them, 
making it one of the most referenced Old Testament texts in medieval and renaissance 
writings.  Saint John of the Cross modelled his great poem, The Spiritual Canticle, on The 
Song of Songs, when he spoke so beautifully about his abiding sense of God’s love filling his 
life. 
 
The poem of our first reading, therefore, gives beautiful expression both to the human love 
between two people and to the love of God poured into their lives.  Our text ends with a 
love stronger than death and ‘the flash of fire – a flame of the Lord himself’.  This is what we 
mean when speaking of a sacramental marriage and why Teresa and Stephen have asked to 
be married in the Church today.  They have come together in love, and they are open to the 
deep and rich love that they receive from God as nourishment for their lives and to support 
them in their own love especially at times when things are difficult. 
 
The second reading is from The First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians.  In this part of 
the letter, Paul is answering a question put to him by the Corinthians.  At a time when the 
community was highly charismatic, they wanted to know which of the gifts given by the Holy 
Spirit were highest – speaking in tongues, prophecy, faith, performing good works, and so 
on.  (We can imagine that there was some competition among the Corinthians.)  Paul settles 
the question by teaching them that all these gifts are given by God and that it is love, which 
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sustains the gifts.  This love is firstly the love that God has for them, which enables them in 
turn to love God and, because of that love, to love those whom He has created, and, indeed, 
the whole of creation.  In a sentence beyond our text, he proclaims that the highest gifts are 
faith, hope and love and that in the fulfilment of eternal life it is only love that will remain. 
 
It was Saint John who among the authors of Scripture most deeply understood the nature 
and impact of God’s love for us.  It is a love that is completely gratuitous – it is, but it need 
not be.  In fact, we could not imagine it had not Christ come and shown the way to the 
Father through love and demonstrated that love through his own sacrifice on the cross.  This 
is the love that transforms lives.  If we return to our mystics, what marked their lives was the 
enduring certainty that God loved them.  In Corinthians, Paul spells out the qualities of a love 
enabled by the love first received from God. 
 
Stephen and Teresa chose the responsorial psalm for its expression of thanks.  Let us give 
thanks with them for the love they have found together and for the ways in which it will 
enrich their lives and the lives of those around them.  Let us also give thanks for their insight 
that in their marriage they will channel God’s love for them into their relationship with one 
another and into their relationships with the people around them. 
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